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 This article isn’t about financial stewardship, at least not exactly. And this isn’t exactly an up-
date regarding the status and direction of the congregation. This article is meant to be informative 
and to provide some clarity as we approach the close of 2019 and move into 2020.  I hope you’ll 
take a few minutes to continue reading. 

The Trustees and Council is submitting a 2020 budget to the congregation in which they are asking 
for a 2% increase in congregational giving.  While this may seem modest, church leaders believe it 
is a faithful budget that matches anticipated expenditures with NCC’s stated mission and vision. 
Please see the proposed budget below.  

As far NCC’s vision and mission, this congregation continues to be a pacesetter congregation in 
mission support and an innovator in ministry with children and families.  The proposed 2020 
budget continues strong financial support of mission, programs, music and congregational care. 
We will continue to upgrade and streamline our technology, which ultimately leads to more effec-
tive communication and administrative functions.   

As for the property and grounds, maintenance and repairs in 2019 have been substantial; some 
anticipated, some not.  I won’t burden you with the details, but HVAC replacement, new roofing 
and storm sewer repairs alone are in the range of $80,000.  There is more to do next year and 
then we expect most of the substantial maintenance and repairs to be more manageable for the 
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next 10 years or more.  The prop-
erty in and of itself is not NCC’s 
ministry and mission, but it is a 
platform and an outpost at and from 
which we engage in ministry and 
mission. Our property does reflect 
NCC’s values and vision to be welcom-
ing place and people.   

If you have questions or ideas, 
please contact me or speak to a 
Council Member, Trustee or staff 
member.  Thank you for putting 
NCC in the center of your life and 
for your good support.  We join St. 
Paul in the hope that we “will not 
tire of doing good.” May God bless 
you and yours,    -Duayne 
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“We’re on a 
miss ion from 
God!”  
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Proposed

Projected Budget Budget

2019 2019 2020

INCOME

Pledges-current $377,187 $390,000 $400,000

Pledges-prior $5,490 $2,000 $5,500

Loose offerings $67,817 $55,000 $66,500

Interest-Operating Fund $9,266 $6,000 $9,000

Endowment Contribution $70,500 $70,500 $70,500

Rent $59,721 $59,447 $60,230

Other Contributed Income $10,047 $16,000 $16,000

TOTAL INCOME $600,028 $598,947 $627,730

EXPENSES

Ministry $199,919 $201,221 $204,698

Christian Education 8,586 9,080 11,080

Adult & Family Activities 4,300 4,400 4,350

Music Program 79,693 80,237 79,718

Administration 126,942 121,835 132,744

Church Property 139,178 134,517 138,767

Benevolences 44,700 44,700 47,200

Reserve Fund 2,913 2,500 9,000

TOTAL EXPENSES $606,230 $598,490 $627,557

INCOME minus EXPENSES -$6,202 $457 $173

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH 2020 PROPOSED BUDGET



So much news and so much excitement at NCC that I think the 
easiest way to let you know about it all is in bullet points! 

 October’s Messy Church reached 97 participants! Thank you to all who volunteered inside or with a car trunk, 
for all who came, and to all who keep Messy Church in their prayers. The next Messy Church is November 10. 
If you would like to volunteer, please contact me in the church office. Invite family and friends. 

 I am collecting regular size empty cereal boxes for an upcoming Messy Church. You can leave empty cereal 
boxes in my office. Thank you! 

 You can help others by packing meals specifically designed to assist in reversing and preventing under nutri-
tion. November’s Messy Mission is a trip to Feed My Starving Children in Libertyville on Saturday, Nov. 16. 
Children and adults of all ages can meet at NCC at 3:30 pm (packing 4:30-6:30) and car pool to FMSC. 
(Children must be 5 or older, and all children and teens must be accompanied by an adult.) There are only 30 
spots, so please contact me or the church office by phone or email to sign up ASAP. Spots will fill up fast. You 
can also donate to FMSC by dropping of a check or cash in the church office by Sat., Nov. 16. More than 91% 
of total donations are spent directly on meal production. Each meal costs less than 25 cents. 

 There are Feed My Starving Children mini M&M candy tubes in the narthex and garden room. Please take a 
tube home, enjoy the candy, and then fill the tube with quarters. Each filled M&M tube fits 56 quarters ($14 
donation) and funds 63 MannaPack meals! When your M&M tube is filled, please bring it to my office to be 
taken the Feed My Starving Children. 

 Don’t miss the Potluck and Study on Sunday, Nov. 4 at 11:45 am in the fellowship hall, presented by Josh 
Buchman “Death Penalty – Consistent With Our Faith?” (More information on the activity page insert). Bring a 
dish to share for lunch. Child care provided. 

 Watch a beautiful presentation of birds of the Seychelles Islands presented by Mary Lou Mellon on Saturday, 
Nov. 9, 9:00 am in the chapel. A light breakfast spread will be provided. (More information on the activities 
insert.) 

 Last week I was at a Great Lake Association for United Church Educators conference and was surprised at how 
many churches don’t have enough children to have a Sunday school of any kind. We are so blessed at NCC 
with all the wonderful active families with children that keep our church joyous and alive. But NCC’s Sunday 
school program can only work if there are volunteers who will step up to help. If it is important to you that 
NCC is a place where children can grow in their faith and love of God, can you step out of your comfort zone 
and give an hour for just 3 Sundays this year to help? NCC’s rotation Sunday school program uses the same 
Bible story for three weeks as three age groups rotate classes, experiencing the story in three different ways 
each Sunday. So by volunteering to lead one 3 week rotation, you only need to learn a little background about 
the story (provided), use only one lesson plan all three weeks with different age children (provided), all mate-
rials are provided so no shopping, and you have another adult with you who knows the children and proce-
dures. Sound easy? It is. And also wonderful! NCC’s Sunday school depends on volunteers like you, so please 
check out the sign-up board on the bulletin board by the church office and find dates that work for you and a 
rotation: art, drama, music, games, science, cooking that sounds fun. Let’s keep a strong Sunday school pro-
gram at NCC. Questions? – contact me. Thank you!    -Ronda 
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“So let us not grow weary in doing what is 
right, for we will reap at harvest time if we  
do not give up.” - Galatians 6:9  

Fall Back 1 hour on November 3rd.  
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Thursday, Nov. 28th—Annual Festive Thanksgiving Day Service at 10 a.m. 

Mission Connect ions  

We’re on a 
Mission from 

God. 

What ’s  Happening  

Office Notes :  
The 2020 Stewardship campaign is just beginning. You will receive a letter and an estimate of giving 
card. Please prayerfully consider your support for NCC  in the coming year and return your card (or 
pledge on the website by Stewardship Dedication Sunday on November 17th.  

The office will be closed on November 28th and 29th.  

The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, November 18th.  

Our prayers are offered for   Tom Behrens, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Tim Byers, Flory Dy, Bruce Johnston, 

Duayne Meyer; Jean Miller, Judy Oswald, Sung Park; Barbara Peterson, & Pegeen Soare; those shut-in or staying close 
to home: Bob Fricke, Julie Jewell, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Sue Minnick, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in 

assisted living: Mike Black, & Mike Parker. 

All Saints Sunday is November 3rd. We will remember those in our community who have passed away this past year.   

Please see the signup sheet for A Just Harvest. At the time of this printing, we were in need of volunteers for Nov 1st. 

THANK YOU to all who participated in the CROP Hunger Walk! Please see the insert for more information.  

Operation Christmas Child collections runs November 17th—24th. Please see Bud or Mitzi Smith for more details. 

At Family Promise Chicago North Shore, we are dedicated to helping families who are homeless or at risk of becom-
ing homeless get back on their feet and provide a stable lifestyle for their children.  NCC is hosting Family Promise fam-
ilies on the first week of December. Details of how you can help will be forthcoming. You can find out more about 
Family Promise by checking their website: http://www.fpcnorthshore.org/ 



                                                          
 

POTLUCK & STUDY – PRESENTER: JOSH BUCHMAN 

“DEATH PENALTY -- CONSISTENT WITH OUR FAITH?” 

Sunday, November 3 – 11:45 a.m. 
Do you support the Death Penalty in our country? Do you know whether it is 

imposed consistently and fairly across racial and ethnic groups? Do you assume 

that every prisoner sentenced to death has been represented by a competent 

lawyer? Do you think it is only imposed on "the worst of the worst"? Come explore 

these questions and consider whether the Death Penalty as used in this country is 

consistent with our Faith. 

Josh Buchman has been practicing law since 1986 and is currently a partner in a 

large international law firm. Josh spent 9 years as federal prosecutor, and was the 

Deputy Chief of the Criminal Division of the US Attorney’s Office in Chicago. Josh 

performs pro bono criminal defense work with the support of his law firm. 

Bring a dish to share for lunch. Child care provided. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, November 5 - 11:45 a.m. 
Bring your lunch and enjoy a discussion of 

“Where the Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owens 

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PRAYER BREAKFAST 

Wednesday, November 6 - 7:30 a.m. 
A time of breakfast, discussion, prayer, and support. 

All are welcome. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

THE BIRDS OF THE SEYCHELLES ISLANDS 

Saturday, November 9 – 9:00 a.m. in the Chapel 
Enjoy a light breakfast spread & a beautiful bird slide presentation of birder Mary 

Lou Mellon as she traveled in a 290-foot yacht in the western Indian Ocean on a 

birding exploration of the Seychelles, called the most beautiful islands on earth.  

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES AT NCC 



                                                          
 

MESSY CHURCH – Praying for what? “your kingdom come…” 

Sunday, November 10 – 4:30p.m. 
A time to explore what we are praying for when we say the Lord’s Prayer with a fun 

look at some parables.  A delicious dinner - A celebration active worship – 

Great friends - Fun for all ages-  Terrific activities.    

Mission: You are invited to bring non-perishable food for the 

Northfield Township Food Pantry. 

Bring the whole family! All ages welcome! Children, bring your favorite adult. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MESSY MISSION - FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN 

Saturday, November 16 – 4:30-6:30 p.m. 
You can make a difference by volunteering at FMSC, a Christian non-profit that 

provides nutritionally complete meals specifically formulated for malnourished 

children. NCC has 30 volunteer spots open for adults, teens, and children. 

Children must be at least 5 years of age, and children/teens must be 

accompanied by an adult. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Ronda 

Bower, in the church office, ASAP to reserve your spot. Volunteers will meet at 

NCC at 3:30 to car pool to FMSC in Libertyville. If you can’t volunteer but would 

like to make a donation, please bring to the church office by the morning of Nov. 16. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

STEWARDSHIP DEDICATION SUNDAY  

Sunday, November 17 
“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time if 

we do not give up.” – Galatians 6:9 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

THANKSGIVING DAY FESTIVAL OF WORSHIP 

Thursday, November 28 – 10:00 a.m. 
          An inspirational service of word and music celebrating and thanking      

    our great God for the wonderful gifts we have been given. 

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES AT NCC (cont.) 

 


