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A Hot Cup of Tea and a Moment of Peace 

This morning I brewed a “proper cup of tea,” or at least I attempted to approximate one as I 
recalled the instructions given to me by British friends. It has been suggested to me on more 
than one occasion that we in the U.S. have no idea what a proper cup of tea tastes like; a fair 
criticism I imagine. After allowing Earl Grey to steep for four minutes (I told Siri to remind me 
when the allotted time had passed), I added a splash of milk and reached for the sleeve of Girl 
Scout shortbread cookies I had been rationing. Only three remained.  

I turned off the computer, tipped back my chair, turned up the music and peered out the win-
dow. A light fog hovered over the parking lot before drifting over the fence, up and into the 
neighbors’ trees. A robin lighted for just a moment on the Tina Crab. I reeled open a window. 
I could hear heavy trucks bouncing down Willow Road.  I sipped, breathed, took in the morn-
ing. It felt almost normal, even civilized. 

The police siren interrupted the momentary peace. While I am mostly cocooned on NCC’s five 
or so acres, there are those in the middle of the battle, trying to keep at bay this terrible virus, 
trying to hold or piece together the fabric of our society, while the rest of us, as best we can, 
hunker down and wait.  It is an odd feeling to be pressed against the glass, to be out of circula-
tion. We are asked to resist the impulse of rolling up our sleeves and pitching in and, instead, 
to “shelter in place.” Many years ago, during World War II, theologian H. Richard Niebuhr 
took exception to his brother Reinhold’s “Just War Theory.”  Richard wrote a lengthy paper 
entitled, “The Grace of Doing Nothing.”   Perhaps many of us are trying to find the grace in 
what feels like inaction –nothingness - in the face of crisis. It is an uncomfortable thing. 

I want you to know that lay and staff leaders at NCC, like in a great many congregations, are 
finding ways to do something helpful without risking the further fraying of our health care sys-
tem.  NCC is in touch with, and responding to, individuals, families and mission partners trying 
to stay afloat until some relative normalcy resumes.  Thank you to all who have donated to 
NCC’s Emergency Assistance Fund, to the Food Pantry, to A Just Harvest and more.  Mem-
bers of the Mission Board are keeping in mind the tectonic changes taking place as they review 
where NCC’s considerable mission funding will be directed in the coming weeks and months. 
More immediately, as our staff and lay leaders learn of needs, we will continue to provide fi-
nancial assistance.  We are also resolved to pray, to stay connected, even if it’s virtually con-
nected, and to take action when, where and how we can.  Civility, concern, compassion and 
neighborliness are part of our DNA and we will stretch every nerve and sinew to find ways to 
be the church, to live and share the good news in whatever ways we can.  

The chill in the air became too much. I reeled the window back in, took the last cookie out of 
the mauled plastic sleeve and sipped on my no longer hot cup of tea.  Handel’s “Comfort Ye 
My People” happened to be next on my playlist.  I didn’t begin morning tea listening to selec-
tions from “The Messiah.”       (continued on the next page) 
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In this time of isolation and concern, Northfield Community Church is finding new ways to continue to be the church.  

In the week of March 15th, NCC sent out an e-blast to church and Messy Church families with links to website re-
sources, including one to Illustrated Ministry, which I use at NCC. Illustrated Ministry is emailing free resources to 
families. The material is excellent.  If you haven’t tried it, here is the link: https://www.illustratedministry.com/
flattenthecurve  If you do not have a printer for the coloring sheets, let me know and I can print and mail them. 

Sunday, March 22nd an e-blast to families was sent with a at home family Sunday school lesson on the creation story 
from Genesis 1,  which included a scripture reading, some fun family activities, and a prayer.  I hope this is a helpful 
tool and will send another at home Sunday school lesson next Sunday. These lessons can be adjusted to fit ages of chil-
dren in the family. If you have suggestions or thoughts for at home Sunday school, please let me know. 

March 25’s family e-blast contained an activity that might be helpful to everyone. The WORRY KNOTS PRAYER 
ACTIVITY – Supply: 1 foot length of yarn or string for each person (or one for the family). Read 1 Peter 5:7 “Give all 
your worries and cares to God, for God cares about you.” Consider how amazing this verse is: God, the Creator of the 
universe, loves us so much that we are invited to give our worries and cares to God. Take a few minutes and think, or 
talk as a family, of all the worries and concerns you are feeling. For each situation or person you are worried about, tie 
a prayer knot in your yarn.  Then read these words from Jesus, “I am leaving you with a gift – peace of mind and heart. 
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27) If you are able, untie 
your knots as a symbol of letting go of these worries and concerns and leaving them in God’s capable hands. Keep your 
yarn in your pocket; or if the yarn is for the whole family, keep it in a visible place. Repeat these steps as needed. 

April’s Palm Sunday and Easter Messy Church was scheduled for Sunday, April 5. Messy Church will go on! A Mini 
Palm Sunday and Easter Messy Church will be emailed home to all our church and Messy Church families to explore 
and celebrate together. If you are interested in receiving these family lessons and e-blasts, even if you don’t have chil-
dren at home, email me or leave a message for me on the church phone and I will add you to the list. 

Many of us may be feeling isolated, but that feeling may be stronger in minds and hearts of Northfield Community 
Church’s members who might be in situations where they are isolated all on their own or care takers of someone. 
Sending a note or card, even a homemade card, could bring a smile. Or send a thank you to those you know who are 
working hard to keep us safe and with things we need. It’s an easy way to share appreciation and care.  

Remember links for "virtual worship" can be found on NCC’s website, www.northfielducc.org. You can go to NCC’s 
Facebook page,  https://www.facebook.com/northfieldcommunitychurch ,  to listen to Pastor Duayne’s devotions 
“On the Preacher’s Porch”. Stories with Ronda is also on Facebook Live Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 1:00. Sunday 
mornings there will be On the Preacher’s Porch on Facebook Live at 9:30 a.m. and a link sent out by email and on 
NCC’s website for a virtual worship at 10:30 a.m 

        “Talk” to you soon. You are in my heart and on my mind.       - Peace and health, Ronda Bower 

Ronda’s  Remarks  -  Ronda Bower  
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Looking O ver  the Pulpit  ( continued)  -  Duayne Meyer  

First, a thought from Psalm 91: “God, you’re my refuge. I trust in you and I’m safe!”  

It just happened that is the title right after “Come What May” by Jesse Cook. My morning had progressed to the point 
that I was listening to songs with the titles that begin with the letter “C.” 
With the touch of a button, the world appeared before me on two large computer monitors.   I put down the nearly 
empty cup where fragments of tea leaves lay. “So much for a proper cup of tea,” I thought. I threw away the cookie 
wrapper and started sifting through more emails. The tenor sang what became the benediction to a moment of peace, 
“Comfort ye my people, saith your God… speak comfortably…”  May you find strength and peace during these diffi-

cult days.    -Pastor Duayne 

https://www.facebook.com/northfieldcommunitychurch
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NCC’S 2020 JOURNEY OF LENT AND EASTER 

On the Preacher’s Porch: Sundays and Wednesdays at 9:30 am on Facebook live. 

www.facebook.com/northfieldcommunitychurch  

Stories with Ronda: Tuesdays and  Thursdays at 1:00 pm on Facebook Live. (see link above) 

Virtual Worship: Sundays at 10:30, a link will be available on the website: www.northfielducc.org  

Subscribe to the United Church of Christ Daily Devotions: https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional  
 

175/75  Anniver sar y  Celebrat ion  –Ga r y  Eberle in  

This year, during the “175/75 Anniversary Celebration”, in The Window we will explore the many activities St. 
Peter Church provided throughout its history. 

Lent—Holy Week—Easter 
This collection of Lenten season practices in years gone by for St. Peter Church will reflect on how historically very 
little is different today from our forefathers, generations ago. From 1845 to 1920, the first seventy-five years of St. 
Peter Church, all services and records were in German and any detail of how this season of the year was celebrated, 
cannot be found. But rest assured, this collection of German Lutherans followed the Christian traditions closely. 

In 1920 some services began to be offered in English and in 1923 a new minister was called; energetic, filled with 
new ideas and determined to make the church available to the burgeoning and more diverse population in the area. 

Ninety-five years ago, in 1925 the then-young minister Rev. Armin Bizer wrote in the St. Peter “Parish Record” from 
January 1925 “The Lenten season is close at hand and it behooves us as Christians to observe this season trying to 
deepen our spiritual life. . . We try not to be as frivolous during Lent. . . We try to take a forward step in our Chris-
tian life. . . Let us try to overcome thru prayer, our greatest moral weakness. . . These are some of the goals that we 
set ourselves during Lent.” By 1941 services were offered every Thursday evening during Lent. 

On Easter, stories have it that the practice of opening an Easter sunrise service outside in the cemetery – at sunrise - 
began prior to 1920. Jump ahead to 1941; Sunrise Service, April 13th began at 5:25 a.m., Sunrise! Excerpts from the 
service bulletin include; “focus your attention upon the fact that life is glorious” and “life here is worth all the occa-
sional trouble, physical and mental anguish is the common lot of man.” and “In my Father's House there are many 
‘Home-places.’”  How true today. When I was a child in the 1940’s I can remember when the weather cooperated 
the service opened in the cemetery, a practice that carried through the ‘50’s until the church burned in 1961 prior to 
Easter. I remember the church was situated east-west on the property. Three stained glass windows in the east be-
hind the altar were illuminated with the brilliant rising sun, an experience only on Easter. 

Closer to the present, Ash Wednesday usually with choir, Maundy Thursday could include a reenactment of the Last 
Supper or a traditional Seder Meal experiencing the Jewish practice of the Passover meal, and on Good Friday the 
church service fell into somber darkness waiting for the awakening on Easter. At one point there were three Easter 
services; sunrise approximately 6:00, the “early service” at 9:00 and the regular service at 10:30. Oh yes, breakfast 
of Mickey Mouse waffles, scrambled eggs with bacon, OJ, fresh fruit, a variety of breads and pastries, coffee, tea and 
milk was served from 7:00 – 8:45 complete with an egg hunt indoors (outdoors weather permitting) and on some 
years an Easter Bonnet parade.  
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Phrases  from Phyl l is  – Phyll is  Scott  

Mission Connect ions  

As we practice our “new rules of living”, don’t forget to sing.   

Sing on your walks “Raindrops on roses...”. 

Sing in the shower “Oh when the Saints...”. 

Sing as you do that puzzle “All hail the power...”. 

It puts a smile on your face and a spring in your step. You don’t have to wait until you’re in the pew...  

Go ahead and “sing when the Spirit says sing“! 

~May God Bless, Phyllis 

We’re *still* on a Mission from God. 

NCC's Mission work continues, even though it may be less "hands on" as usual or delayed. The following is an up-
date on some of our missions:  

Dental Access Days, originally scheduled for April 17th and 18th has been cancelled. The hope is to reschedule, 
but at this time that is not possible. We will keep you posted.  

One of the effects of the coronavirus is that many of the marginalized working poor have their work hours reduced 
to the economic impact on service industries. NCC is asking you to consider donating to the Northfield Town-
ship Food Pantry.  For families, school closings means greater financial hardship and food insecurity for children 
and adults.   Let us seek – and work for – the common good of neighbors in need. You may donate  via mail: North-
field Township Food Pantry, 2550 Waukegan Rd Ste 100, Glenview, IL 60025-1777. 

The Mission Board met in March and continues to work via email to designate grants to worthy charities.  

Reaching out to those who need assistance—We are helping those in need during this time through dona-
tions of food as well as Jewel gift cards. We are also providing financial assistance to members and friends of the 
church who have been hardest hit. We will continue to do this as long as we have the resources. If you would like 
to contribute to this  ministry, please send a check or donate on line and note that the donations is for “assistance”.  

A few of our younger members have been in touch with me to ask if they could grocery shop for our older mem-
bers. If you or someone in the congregation needs assistance, please let Pastor Duayne know via email 
(DMeyer@northfielducc.org) , phone or text (847.361.6088). 

TASTE OF FAMILY PROMISE was celebrated on March 1st , bringing 
former Family Promise guests and host church members together. We cel-
ebrated the tenth anniversary of Family Promise, an organization that helps 
families experiencing homelessness achieve sustainable independence 
through community efforts. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped out 
and special thanks to Leeann Starr who coordinated this event! 

Please note that A Just Harvest is not hosting any volunteers until further notice. NCC 
will continue to provide the food for serving on the first Friday of the month, but the AJH 
staff will prepare and provide carryout service to its clients. To make a donation so that they 
can continue to feed our community please visit  www.ajustharvest.org.  Stay well, practice 
social distancing and please wash your hands! 

http://www.ajustharvest.org
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What ’s  Happening  

I Love to Tell the Story - Lenten Soup & Seminars:  

Our Lenten Soup & Seminars this year highlighted the importance of stories in the sharing of our Christian 
faith.  We would like to extend a special thank you to Duayne Meyer, Matt Hayes, Bill Jesse, and Carol Ann Mun-
ro for sharing such deeply meaningful stories. Our Christian faith is a personal matter but it is not a private mat-
ter.  You accomplished that in spades. Wow and thank you. 

Ecclesiastical Council for Colin Knapp 
At the time of this writing, the Ecclesiastical Council for Colin Knapp was scheduled to be held on March 29th. A 
small switch in venue; the Council will not have been held in person, but virtually via the video conferencing app, 
Zoom. We'll keep you posted of the results via email blasts.  

Our prayers are offered for  Viva Black, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Loyal Carlson Jr, Keith Cooper, David 

A. Cyr, Jan Deetjen, Flory Dy, Steven Evenstad, Bill Jesse, Julie Jewell, Mitzi Smith, and Brian Woodruff; those shut
-in or staying close to home: Bob Fricke, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in assisted 
living: Mike Black, & Mike Parker. 

OFFICE/BUILDING ACCESS 
The church office and building has been closed since Monday, March 23.  The church staff plans to continuing working 
from home and, perhaps, intermittently from the office as we schedule different times to come in order to avoid con-
tact. If you need to get into the building, please Pastor Duayne at 847.361.6088.  The single exception we are making 
at this time is permitting 12 step groups to meet at NCC. We will continue to have these groups meet here as long as it 
is legal for us to do so.  We have set fairly stringent parameters to make sure things are disinfected before and after the 
meetings. 

 NCC has obtained at a significant discount (thanks Tech Soup!) a subscription to the Zoom app. Zoom is a soft-
ware application with an easy, reliable cloud platform for video and audio conferencing, collaboration, chat, and 
webinars across mobile devices, desktops, telephones, and room systems. In short, this means that we can continue 
committee and board meetings virtually using Zoom. Please contact Pastor Duayne Meyer or Lea Jones if your 
committee would like to schedule a Zoom meeting and we’ll help you get setup.  

 A big thanks goes out to all the members and friends of NCC who helped us move to a more virtual way of 
being church! This was not a simple shift and we are still learning. We look forward to the day when we can 
meet and worship in person. Please watch the website and your email inbox for updates regarding church news and 
events. Please contact the office if you want to add or delete an email address on our email blast distribution list, 
ljones@northfielducc.org.  If you do not have access to the internet and want updates via phone, please leave a 
message at the church office, 847-446-3070.  

 THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their donations or donate on line! We really appreciate it! 

 To the Chairs of Boards and Committee: We begin assembling the Annual Report soon. Please get your 
reports to the office by April 15th if possible, ljones@northfielducc.org. 

 The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, April 20th.  

We offer our heartfelt sympathy  to Brian Woodruff; on the loss of his father, Rev. Ronald T. Woodruff  

Off ice  Notes  
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N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

April Events 

Sundays   

  9:30 a.m. On the Preacher’s Porch 

10:30 a.m. Virtual Worship 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 

  1:00 p.m. Stories with Ronda 

Wednesdays   

  9:30 a.m. On the Preacher’s Porch 

 

Until further notice, Boards, Committees, 
and study groups will meet in a virtual set-
ting. Please watch your email inbox  for de-
tails. Thank you! 



     Northfield Community Church April 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

Please check the NCC website for the 

most current Calendar information: 

www.NorthfieldUCC.org 

  1 
  9:30 AM On The 

Preacher's Porch 

John 8:31-42 

2 
Deliver Food to  
A Just Harvest 
1:00 pm Stories with Ronda 

 John 8:51-49 

3 
 John 10:31-42 

4 
 John 11:45-53 
 

5 

  9:30 AM On The Preacher's Porch  

10:30 AM Virtual Worship  

 Matt 21:1-11 

6 
 John 12:1-11 

7 
1:00 pm Stories  

        with Ronda 

 John 12:20-36 

8 
  9:30 AM On The 

Preacher's Porch 

John 13:21-32 

9 

1:00 pm Stories with Ronda 

 John 13:1-7, 31b-35 

10 

 John 18:1-19:42 

11 
 
 
 John 19:38-42 

12 

  9:30 AM On The Preacher's Porch  

10:30 AM Virtual Worship 

 John 20:1-18 

13  
 Matt 28:9-15 

14 
1:00 pm Stories  

        with Ronda 

 John 20:11-18 

15 
  9:30 AM On The 

Preacher's Porch 

Luke 24:13-25 

16 
1:00 pm Stories with Ronda 

 Luke 24:36b-48 

17 
 John 21:1-14 

18 
 Mark 16:9-15,20 

19 
  9:30 AM On The Preacher's Porch  

10:30 AM Virtual Worship 

 John 20:19-31 

20 
Window Deadline 
 

21 
1:00 pm Stories  

        with Ronda 

  

22 
  9:30 AM On The 

Preacher's Porch 

John 21:15-25 

23 
1:00 pm Stories with Ronda 

 

24 25 
 Mark 1:1-15 

26 
  9:30 AM On The Preacher's Porch  

10:30 AM Virtual Worship 

 Luke 24: 13-35 

27 
 

28 
1:00 pm Stories  

        with Ronda 

 

29 
  9:30 AM On The 

Preacher's Porch 

Matt 28:16-20 

30 
1:00 pm Stories with Ronda 

 

    

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 April 5-12 is Holy Week, so we have included in this April 
calendar scripture readings which tell the story of Jesus' 
entry to Jerusalem, his passion, his resurrection, and his 

time on earth after the resurrection. 

http://www.northfielducc.org/


 


