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The World as it presently is 

I reached into the refrigerator to retrieve my container of yogurt.  Normally, by this time of the 
morning, the building is abuzz with activity, with the various goings-on that comprise our week-
ly routine. The staff would be here by now, trying to get work done while I interrupt them with 
some question, thought or random bit of trivia they didn’t ask to know and I don’t know why it 
popped into my head.  

Instead, the only sound is the noisy compressor that, for the past five years or so, I have been 
certain will give up the ghost any minute.  Still, it keeps motoring on, though it moans and 
groans a little louder and a little longer than it used to.  School is out for the year and who knows 
when classes will resume? September? January? No one (not really) can say.  As for our staff, we 
are social distancing, doing our best to shelter in place and to work from home as much as possi-
ble.  They seem to be adjusting pretty well, though I am unable to resist the gravitational pull of 
this place.  I wander over each morning half expecting to see cars in the parking lot and the 
building full of all sizes of people. Lately, my route has been via the parsonage back yard, on 
what has been Christened, “the grandkid trail.”   As I glance at the playground I picture one of 
my grandchildren on a swing or slide and hear a voice find its way to me through all the other 
small voices, “Hi Papa!” This is all in my imagination of course, as the playground is silent.  I 
look over at the Butterfly Garden and hold out hope for the sort of Spring that allows us to get a 
few things done to spruce it up. What a welcome sanctuary that might be for us, especially this 
summer.   

As the door closes, I notice the container of grape juice and half-full bottle of Mogen-David 
tucked away in the back corner of the refrigerator.  “We should’ve polished those off a few 
weeks ago,” I say out loud, half expecting someone to hear, “or at least this Sunday.”  But we 
won’t of course, not unless one of the few of us that come and go during the week decide to 
have a nip.  I couldn’t fault anyone if they did.   

I retreat to my desk to have my mid-morning yogurt and cup of hot tea.  During the pandemic, I 
have decided tea is the better portion. For me, coffee represents the means by which to stay 
revved up. Tea is a way to stay settled, calm, more civilized.  I know that there are no facts to 
support this notion, but I’m not trying to convince anyone else, so I’m keeping to tea.  I’m hop-
ing to keep a sense of centeredness. It’s decaf, of course, I’m hedging my bet.   

In 35 years of ministry I figure I have given about 1700 sermons. I wonder, in a sermon, how 
many times I have said something like, “the world as it presently is, is not the world as it one day 
will be?” More times than I can count. I am referring to how – through faithful people – God 
bends human history toward justice and righteousness, toward a common, inclusive life of com-
passion and care.   

These days I’m thinking in smaller, more immediate ways.  The world as it is with so many of us 
tucked in behind closed doors, or out of work, or working nervously, or struggling with illness 
or anxiety about becoming ill, is not the world as it will be. (continued on the next page) 
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Ronda’s  Remarks  -  Ronda Bower  

Looking O ver  the Pulpit  ( continued)  -  Duayne Meyer  

This is verse from Isaiah 40 was my confirmation verse and a piece of scripture that I hold in my heart. I know I have 
shared this before at NCC, it seemed appropriate to share again.  I started going to church when I was in high school 
because I went to a youth group gathering with a friend. Though all the new high school friends I made at the church 
had gone through confirmation classes when they were in 8th grade, I jumped at the chance to go through these classes 
because I was craving more knowledge of God who promised to be with me and love me just was. My life changed 
that year as I learned about and connected with our wonderful, loving God and people in the church who loved me. 
My hope in the Lord had renewed me and my strength. 

I realize that the trials of this high school me are nothing compared to what so many are facing today in the world faced 
with a pandemic.  But I do believe that in any struggle, we the Church, are blessed with our connections to God and a 
community of faith that loves us. My hope is that NCC is finding ways that help you stay connected to both God and 
your community of faith. 

- Families: Wednesdays and Sundays NCC and Messy Church families are emailed a lesson or activity that families can 
use to explore faith and God together at home. Some families have sent notes and cards to members of the congrega-
tion, and creating thank you yard signs for front line workers. 

- Children: Zoom Sunday school is Sunday morning at 10:45 a.m. (new time) and everyone can listen to great chil-
dren’s books with “Stories with Ronda” Tuesdays and Thursdays at 1:00 on Facebook Live on NCC’s Facebook page. If 
you aren’t on Facebook, you can watch recordings of “Stories with Ronda” by visiting the Video Gallery on NCC’s 
website (www.northfielduccorg). 

- Teens: Teen Night Zoom fun for Grades 7-12 teens is Sunday evenings at 7:00 p.m. 

- Adults: NCC’s Women’s Small Group, Men’s Small Group, Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study, Saturday’s 
Relevant Bible Study, and Sunday Seminar are continuing by Zoom meetings. 

- Worship: Sunday mornings at 10:00 emails are sent from NCC with the link for that Sunday’s virtual worship. The 
link for the current Sunday worship can also be found on NCC’s website. You can also watch past worship services by 
visiting the Video Gallery on NCC’s website. On Wednesday and Sunday mornings at 9:30, you can go to NCC’s Fa-
cebook page to listen to Pastor Duayne’s live time of devotion and prayer with “On the Preacher’s Porch. If you aren’t 
on Facebook, you can watch recordings of “On the Preacher’s Porch” by visiting the Video Gallery on NCC’s website. 

If you would like more information about any of these activities, or are interested in starting a Bible study or interest 
small group, please contact me. Staff members can get phone messages remotely, so you can call the church office and 
leave a message. Staff email addresses are listed in this newsletter and on our website. (continued on the next page) 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength; they will fly up on wings like eagles; they will run 
and not be tired; they will walk and not be weary.”    - Isaiah 40:31 

This present life is not the life that is meant to be, not the life we will have.     

Though we do not know when, there will be a return from exile. Children’s voices will again be heard on the play-
ground. Our jovial, forbearing staff will be back together in the office and the congregational assembly will again – 
and regularly – assemble.  For now, I sip my tea and do what I can - in whatever ways one can during an exile - and I 
imagine the coming of that glad day of release and reunion.    

 In the meantime, Keep the faith  - Pastor Duayne Meyer  

http://www.northfielduccorg
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Ronda’s  Remarks  ( continued)  -  Ronda Bower  

175/75  Anniver sar y  Celebrat ion  –Ga r y  Eberle in  

Serving and Growing with the Community 

Let’s imagine for a moment, what life must have been like for the early pioneer settlers in this area in the mid 19 th 

century.  No paved roads, no stores as we know them, no electricity, no running water. Telephones, television, 
movie theaters, restaurants, not even in their dreams.  Services such as doctors, dentists, plumbers, mechanics, etc., 
if they did exist, they were not local. Schools, park district programs, sports teams, churches . . . the list goes on.   

However, most, if not all, of those brave, pioneering folks arrived with a religious background, mostly Lutheran, 
from Germany.  The need to continue practicing their faith was strong enough that some came together, first in 
small gatherings in a family home and soon a portion of land was donated for a permanent church, a parsonage for a 
minister and a graveyard for their deceased loved ones.  But really it was much more that that.  It was an important 
gathering place where friendships were made, ideas were shared, stories were told.  It was a chance for children to 
get together and play and were even a bit of learning may take place. It was a break from the hard labor of everyday 
life.  It was a chance to laugh a little, cry a little, perhaps enjoy a meal together, celebrate a baptism, a confirmation, 
a holiday, a wedding, the life of a loved one. 

St. Peter Church, in its second location very near the center of Northfield Township, became an important gathering 
place, surrounded by many families emigrating from Europe.  The 1863 church building was expanded twice to ac-
commodate the growing congregation.  A “community house” was constructed in 1925 providing facilities for a num-
ber of diverse activities; education, recreation, sports, entertainment, open to all from the local communities, pri-
marily Glenview and Northbrook.  The tragic fire that destroyed the historic tall-steepled, white frame church in 
1961 spurred the congregation onward to relocate at a new location in a new building complete with a fellowship 
hall and kitchen, an education wing for Sunday School, a private academy school and later the Northbrook Commu-
nity Preschool. There was ample room in the seven acres for a ball field and later a labyrinth, and a community gar-
den open to anyone in surrounding communities. Even after the property on Willow Road was sold to another 
church in 2011 it continued as a house of worship, and the community garden was changed to a soccer field, because 
of the large youth population in the new congregation. 

And so, the re-dedication of purpose continues as time goes on. In many ways Northfield Community Church and 
St. Peter Community Church from their beginnings, served and met the needs of their surrounding communities. 
Together we look to the future and continue our mission as a progressive Christian tradition with a heart for bringing 
help, hope and healing to families, the community and the world. 
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Please continue your wonderful work with sharing God’s love through phone calls, emails, and notes with those you 
know who might be feeling isolated and lonely, and also with those you know who are working on the front lines to 
keep us safe and help us with daily needs.  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY is May 17! NCC’s children and teens will lead our virtual worship service on that Sunday. 
Don’t miss seeing the children and hearing their wonderful message. 

May your hope in the Lord, and your connections with God and the NCC congregation, renew you and your strength. 

 – Peace, hope, and renewed strength in our loving God, -Ronda Bower  
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Mission Connect ions  

What ’s  Happening  

We’re on a Mission from God. 

NCC's Mission work continues, even though it may be less "hands on" as usual or delayed. The following is an up-
date on some of our missions:  

Part of the task of the Board of Missions is to review not-for profits and distribute funds from the St. Peter Lega-
cy in Mission Fund twice a year – in the spring and late summer. The spring distribution went to the following char-
ities: A Just Harvest, Fenix Family Health Center, Holy Family Ministries, Institute for Non-Violence, Josselyn 
Center, Sarah’s Circle, Shelter, Inc., The Center for Enriched Living, West Austin Development Center and 
WINGS.  

One of the effects of the coronavirus is that many of the marginalized working poor have their work hours reduced 
to the economic impact on service industries. NCC is asking you to consider donating to the Northfield Town-
ship Food Pantry.  For families, school closings means greater financial hardship and food insecurity for children 
and adults. Let us seek – and work for – the common good of neighbors in need. You may donate  via mail: North-
field Township Food Pantry, 2550 Waukegan Rd Ste 100, Glenview, IL 60025-1777. 

Please note that A Just Harvest is not hosting any volunteers until further notice. NCC will continue to provide 
the food for serving on the first Friday of the month, but the AJH staff will prepare and provide carryout service to 
its clients. To make a donation so that they can continue to feed our community please visit  www.ajustharvest.org. 

Reaching out to those who need assistance—We are helping those in need during this time through dona-
tions of food as well as Jewel gift cards. We are also providing financial assistance to members and friends of the 
church who have been hardest hit. We will continue to do this as long as we have the resources. If you would like 
to contribute to this  ministry, please send a check or donate on line and note that the donations is for “assistance”.  

Our prayers are offered for  Viva Black, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Loyal Carlson Jr, David A. Cyr, Jan 

Deetjen, Flory Dy, Steven Evenstad, Bill Jesse, Julie Jewell, Mitzi Smith, and Brian Woodruff; those shut-in or stay-
ing close to home: Bob Fricke, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in assisted living: 
Mike Parker. 

                               Subscribe to the United Church of Christ Daily Devotions: https://www.ucc.org/

daily_devotional  

Fenix Family Health Clinic Food Donations a HUGE Success! 
To date, more than 50 families have been helped through your donations with at 
least two more food distributions this week. This has been such an overwhelming 
success that we’ve run out of storage space. Fenix has asked that food donations 

cease for the time being and is asking donors to consider transitioning to giving grocery store gift cards. Gift cards 
can be mailed to NCC and we’ll pass them along to Fenix. If you bring food items to NCC after April 25th, we’ll 
collect the items and either take them to the Northfield Township Food Pantry. or distribute to those in need di-
rectly from here at the church. 

We offer our heartfelt sympathy to  

Jim & Deb Ring on the loss of Jim’s mother, Anne Ring.  
Viva Black on the loss of her husband, Mike. Mike Black passed away on April 25th. The service will be at a 
later date.   

Many Thanks to Tracey Buchman for the beautiful flower arrangements at the entry doors and in the memorial 
garden.  

http://www.ajustharvest.org
https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
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Phrases  from Phyl l is  – Phyll is  Scott  

As we adjust to our houses becoming an office, a school, a diner, and oh yes – a home, deal with remote learning, 
zoom meetings and another mac 'n cheese dinner, I wonder if you, like me, are tiring of the daily Covid19 reports or 
the 1000-pc puzzle you thought you'd finish... (nobody will know if you don't!). Our lives these days are full of ambi-
guity, which is a little scary, and the constants, like social distancing, sanitizing, wearing masks, etc., are also a little 
scary.  Where can we find peace, or a little familiarity? Is there anything to which I can say “I know that” for sure? 

Yes. One thing we know for sure.  Here at NCC, the music plays on! 
Thanks to Rob Orr and his expert skills, our services are embellished with Eileen at the organ, wonderful section 
leaders (Leanne A, Karen J., Michael C. & Austin S.) in ensemble or solo, and the Scott clan (Kim and daughters Sa-
rah & Alyssa) turning out a tune or two.   

From the 9:30 service, how wonderful it is to have the talented Stan X., Paul Z. and Stephanie R. put their voices 
together from their homes to sweeten the service with music. Yes, the music plays on! 

We are blessed to have Duayne in the pulpit, on the porch or at his desk,  Ronda in the sanctuary being our own “Mr. 
Rogers” on Sunday and throughout the week, Thom sprinkling in historical perspective, Warren (virtually) making 
the rounds, Steve and Lea manning the office, and Barbara B. at the helm pitching in wherever she can. 

Is life different at NCC these days?  Well yes, it certainly is! But as we navigate these waters, there is one constant we 
can rely on: the congregation at NCC can be sure that our staff is here for you and, yes, the music plays on!     

~May God Bless, Phyllis 

OFFICE/BUILDING ACCESS 
The church office and building has been closed since Monday, March 23.  The church staff plans to continuing working 
from home and, perhaps, intermittently from the office as we schedule different times to come in order to avoid con-
tact. If you need to get into the building, please Pastor Duayne at 847.361.6088.   

A big thanks goes out to all the members and friends of NCC who helped us move to a more virtual way of be-
ing church! This was not a simple shift and we are still learning. We look forward to the day when we can meet and 
worship in person. Special thanks to Beth Meyer and Sarah Hayes for their work on the Facebook live sessions. 
Special thanks also to William Jesse who has kept our website up to date and has successfully transferred it to a new 
platform. Please watch the website and your email inbox for updates regarding church news and events. Please con-
tact the office if you want to add or delete an email address on our email blast distribution list, 
ljones@northfielducc.org.  If you do not have access to the internet and want updates via mail, please leave a message 
at the church office, 847-446-3070.  

 The Upper Room devotion booklets for May/June are available. Please call or email the office if you would like 
us to mail one to you.  

 The ANNUAL MEETING has been postponed and is expected be held in September. In the mean time, the 
terms of the officers have been extended to September.   

 THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their donations or donate on line! We really appreciate it! 

 Thank you to the Chairs of Boards and Committee We are in the process of assembling the Annual Re-
port. If you haven't done so already, Please get your reports to the office, ljones@northfielducc.org. 

 The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, May 18th.  

Off ice  Notes  

mailto:ljones@northfielducc.org


 

 

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH          
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The Church Staff 

All of the members of NCC Ministers 

Steve Ash Business Manager 

Eileen Baumgarten Interim Organist 

Ronda Bower Family & Educational Ministry 

Thom Bower Associate Pastor  

Lea Jones Office Administrator 

Duayne R. Meyer Senior Pastor 

Don Minnick Pastor Emeritus 

Phyllis Scott Interim Choir Director 

Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 

N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

April Events 

May 12th Board of Christian Ed. 

May 14th Board of Missions 

May 18th Church Council 

May 19th Board of Trustees 

Sundays   
  9:30 a.m. On the Preacher’s Porch 
10:00 a.m. Virtual Worship 
10:45 a.m. Sunday School 
11:30 a.m. Sunday Seminar 
  7:00 p.m. Teen Night Zoom 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
  1:00 p.m. Stories with Ronda 

Wednesdays 
  9:30 a.m. On the Preacher’s Porch 



 Northfield Community Church  May 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 

Please check the NCC website for the 

most current Calendar information: 

www.NorthfieldUCC.org 

    1 2 
 9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study (Z) 

3 
 9:30 am On the Preacher's Porch (F)  

10:00 am Traditional Worship (W)  

10:45 am Sunday School (Z) 

11:30 am Sunday Seminar (Z) 

 7:00 pm Teen Night Zoom (Z) 

4 5 
10:00 am Women's Bible Study(Z)  

1:00 pm Stories with Ronda (F) 

6 
9:30 am On the 

Preacher's Porch (F)  

 

7 
1:00 pm Stories with 

Ronda (F) 

8 9 
 9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study (Z) 

10 Mother's Day 
 9:30 am On the Preacher's Porch (F)  

10:00 am Traditional Worship (W)  

10:45 am Sunday School (Z) 

11:30 am Sunday Seminar (Z) 

 7:00 pm Teen Night Zoom (Z) 

11 12 
10:00 am Women's Bible Study(Z) 

1:00 pm Stories with Ronda (F) 

7:00 PM Board of Christian Ed (Z) 

13 
9:30 am On the 

Preacher's Porch (F)  

 

14 
1:00 pm Stories with 

Ronda (F) 

7:00 pm Mission 

Board (Z) 

15 16 
 9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study (Z) 

17 Children's Sunday 
 9:30 am On the Preacher's Porch (F)  

10:00 am Worship (W)  

10:45 am Sunday School (Z) 

11:30 am Sunday Seminar (Z) 

 7:00 pm Teen Night Zoom (Z) 

18 
7:00 pm Church Council 
(Z) 

19 
10:00 am Women's Bible Study(Z) 

1:00 pm Stories with Ronda (F) 

7:00 pm Trustees (Z) 

20 
9:30 am On the 

Preacher's Porch (F)  

 

21 Ascension 

     Day 
1:00 pm Stories with 

Ronda (F) 

22 23 
 9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study (Z)  

24 
 9:30 am On the Preacher's Porch (F)  

10:00 am Traditional Worship (W)  

10:45 am Sunday School (Z) 

11:30 am Sunday Seminar (Z) 

 7:00 pm Teen Night Zoom (Z) 

25 Memorial Day 
       Office Closed  

26 
10:00 am Women's Bible Study(Z) 

1:00 pm Stories with Ronda (F) 

27 
9:30 am On the 

Preacher's Porch (F)  

 

28 
1:00 pm Stories with 

Ronda (F) 

29 30 
 9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study (Z) 

31 Pentecost 
 9:30 am On the Preacher's Porch (F)  

10:00 am Traditional Worship (W)  

10:45 am Sunday School (Z) 

11:30 am Sunday Seminar (Z) 

 7:00 pm Teen Night Zoom (Z) 

      

 
  

Virtual Event Key 
F – Facebook live 
W – Link on the website: www.northfielducc.org 
Z – Zoom meeting, ask staff for an invitation 

http://www.northfielducc.org/
http://www.northfielducc.org/


 

NCC's Response to Covid19  
 Stories with Ronda 

 Zoom Meetings 
 Thank you signs 

 Social Distancing Quartet 
 Rob Orr Videographer 

 Food Donations for Fenix 
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