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 Some years ago a much beloved, nonagenari-
an member of the congregation passed through 
the receiving line after Sunday morning wor-
ship. As we greeted one another she said, 
“Well, that was different!” She was commenting 
on the out-of-the-ordinary Palm Sunday service 
that had just concluded in which a donkey was 
to process up the aisle. You may have noted the 
phrase “supposed to,” as the donkey was unwill-
ing to walk up the carpeted aisle, so the only 
way to get him in the sanctuary was via the sac-
risty off to the side of the chancel.  Unfortu-
nately, on the way to church, nature called, 
leaving a rather sizeable and fragrant pile of ma-
nure in the sacristy.   The donkey made his ap-
pearance in worship, though not for long.  Our 
best efforts to include him in the liturgy fizzled.  
Okay, I’ll just say it, it was a mess and, by all 
measures, a failure.  

After her comment, I asked our dear NCC’er, 
“different good or different bad?” I fully ex-
pected her to echo my own sentiment that the 
whole morning had been a bust.  So, imagine 
my surprise when she said, “When you reach 
my age you will find that most anything differ-
ent is good.” 

So, let me say that the past month or so for me 
has been “different,” to put it mildly.  A sudden 
and unexpected diagnosis devoid of the usual 
symptoms, then heart bypass surgery and now 
these days, weeks and what I am told will be 
months of recuperation and rehabilitation.   I 
am beholding to more people than I can name 
or number, have been the beneficiary of re-
markably good medical care, and am indebted 
to my family and to this congregation in more 

ways I can begin to describe.  I have been coun-
seled by those with first-hand experience to 
allow for, and to rely on, the tincture of time.   
Of course, this runs contrary to my nature, is a 
very different way of living, being and moving 
in the world.  

There isn’t the space in this column to ade-
quately reflect on what I feel like I have 
learned/am learning or the ways my life has 
been altered or how my faith and being part of a 
community of faith has been so central. I have a 
renewed appreciation and admiration for the 
strength and resolve of those who have experi-
enced major health challenges and also those 
who provide good care and support.   

On that Palm Sunday many years ago two first 
time visitors also came through the receiving 
line.  As we talked I began to offer an apology 
for things having gone wrong.  Before I could 
finish the newcomer interrupted and said, “Are 
you kidding? Any congregation that is creative 
and courageous enough to try something like 
that on Sunday morning is one I want to be part 
of!”  She and her husband became members of 
NCC a few weeks later, becoming active in the 
mission and ministry of the church.  

There are times that the different, unexpected 
and even unwanted events in our lives can bring 
depth, energy and new life.  As people of faith 
we are pressed to trust in the transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit at work in us.   
Through the presence of the Spirit, the different 
– even when things are different in ways we did 
not or do not want – can become the gracious 
and good.      -Duayne 
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As we move into the new program year at NCC, there are so many opportunities to grow in your faith, and to 
reach out and help plant seeds in others. Maybe you have been very involved in studies and presentations at 
NCC and have volunteered with children and family programs. Thank you! Don’t give up, please keep being 
involved.  

Maybe you don’t you where to start. It can be a little scary to help with children or visit a Bible study. Don’t 
give up. Take a step: go to one class or find someone you know who helps with Sunday school or Messy 
Church and shadow them to see what it is like. Try things to see what you enjoy and make new friends and 
new experiences. 

Maybe you’re thinking, “I’ve already done all that. Let the younger ones help.” Don’t give up. Your experi-
ences and wisdom can add so much to a Bible class or sharing God’s love with children, teens, and families. 

You are needed. You are welcome. You are important to God’s work. Don’t give up. Let’s reap some har-
vest! 

MESSY CHURCH – NCC’s Messy Church begins its 4th year at NCC on Sunday, Sept. 8! Messy Church is a 
once a month “extended family” worship, a time of exploring scripture with activities, mission projects, active 
worship, and a delicious dinner.  Messy Church’s theme for this year: “The Lord’s Prayer.” Messy Church 
takes place the second Sunday of the month, September through June (excluding May) at 4:30 p.m. All are 
welcome!  
Adult and teen volunteers are needed to welcome, help with activities, and prepare the meal. 
Parents with children are encouraged to play and explore together, so other adults are needed to volunteer. If 
you are interested in helping or learning more about Messy Church, please contact me. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL – The new Sunday School year with the theme “Great Stories of Faith” begins on Sun-
day, Sept. 22, 10:30-11:30 a.m. (beginning in worship), exploring stories of faith in the Bible through science, 
art, drama, music, games, and video. Children 3 years old through 8th grade are welcome to join the fun. 

Give a try at being a 3 week Sunday School Rotation Leader. If you are a high school student or adult 
you are invited to give just 3 Sundays to sharing God’s story and love with NCC’s children. It’s so easy and so 
much fun! Just sign up to lead one lesson three weeks in a row to three different age groups of children. The 
lessons and materials are prepared for you and you would have another adult, a shepherd, who knows the chil-
dren and will assist you.  No previous experience necessary! YOU CAN DO IT! Please sign up on the bulletin 
board by the office or contact me to help for one unit, or more!  

Ron da’s  Remarks  -  Ronda  Bower  
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Jump Into The New Program Year! 

MESSY CHURCH - “The Lord’s Prayer” 

Sunday, September 8 at 4:30 p.m. 

A time to explore the prayer that connects Christians around the world. 

Fun games, crafts, and activities. Incredible celebration worship. Delicious dinner. 

 Bring the whole family.    Bring your neighbors and friends. 

Make sure to be there at 4:30 so you don’t miss the big prayer bubbles at the  

beginning of Messy Church!  
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BIBLES TO 2ND GRADERS – NCC’s Board of Christian Education will be giving the gift of a Bible to NCC’s second 
graders on Sunday, Sept. 29, at both worship services. If you have a child, 3rd grade through 6th grade who did not re-
ceive a Bible from NCC, please contact Ronda Bower. 

CONFIRMATION ACADEMY– NCC’s Confirmation Academy will begin again in September for students in 7th 
grade and up. Confirmation is a time that teens can explore in more depth God, Christian faith, the Church, our de-
nomination, and NCC through classes, mission work, participation in NCC activities and worship, and discussions with 
family and others. Contact me if you would like more information. 

ADULTS:  ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 Women’s Bible Study – Tuesday mornings 10:00-11:30 in the parlor. Will be beginning soon a video study 
“The Call: the Life and Message of the Apostle Paul. 

 Relevant Bible Study – Saturday mornings 8:00-9:00 in the library. Will be beginning a story of the book 
of Acts using a variety of Biblical translations, so bring your favorite Bible.  

 Sunday Seminar – Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15 in the library, will resume on Sunday, Sept. 22 will be ex-
ploring a DVD series by eco-theologian Rev. Michael Dowd called ProFuture Faith. 

  A Bible Study on James – Tuesday afternoons, 1:15-2:15 in the library.  

DON’T MISS THE SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK-OFF SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15! 

Explore God’s wonder with Mr. Scott’s Amazing Giant Bubble Show! 

Enjoy the wonder of bubbles as Mr. Scott makes a huge variety of amazing and enormous bubbles.  
With any luck, he might put you in a bubble yourself! Don’t miss the fun! 

Children begin in worship at 10:30 with friends and families, then dismissed to go to the show.  
Ice cream sundaes after the show! Bring a friend!  

DON’T MISS THE ILINOIS CONFERENCE OF THE UCC WOMEN’S RETREAT 

Friday, September 27-Saturday, September 28 at Pilgrim Park in Princeton, IL 

“Be the Church: From the Book of Acts” 

Discussions, worship, crafts, free time, beautiful setting, great friends, prayer, laughter… 
This retreat is a great time away to relax, strengthen your faith, and be with wonderful Christian women.  

Retreat led by Ronda Bower, Carol Currier-Frighetto, and Harriet Dart. 
Check out the Illinois Conference website or fliers around NCC for details. 

Scholarships available – contact Ronda  

http://ilucc.org/event/9th-annual-illinois-conference-womens-retreat/ 

        Jump Into The New Program Year!  (continued) 

http://ilucc.org/event/9th-annual-illinois-conference-womens-retreat/
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A Just Harvest 

 Volunteers for serving a meal at A Just Harvest  are needed. NCC continues to have a special bond with 
A Just Harvest. We are committed to helping our friends and neighbors in Rogers Park to support the 
needs of those who are food insecure. AJH serves approximately 55,000 meals a year. The door is open 
365 days without fail.  

 NCC's day to volunteer is the first Friday of the month. The next opportunity is September 6th. 
Volunteers stop by the church to pick up supplies, then stop by Hofherr's in Northfield to pickup meatloaf 
before heading to A Just Harvest to serve the evening meal. It is a wonderful experience to visit the “Cafe” 
and to see what goes into serving over a hundred guests. We encourage everyone to give it a try. Please 
see the sign-up sheet outside the office or contact the office if you are interested in volunteering.  Thanks!  

Mission Connect ions  Messy Mission: Feed My Starving Children  
August 24th in Libertyville 

We’re on a Mission from God. 

Special thanks to the Volunteers from NCC who hand-packed meals specifically formulated for under-
nourished children. FMSC meals are donated to partners worldwide and distributed every day in schools, 
orphanages, clinics and feeding programs to deliver hope. 

Meet and Greet with Pat-
rick Sbordone (Master 
Gardener maintaining and 
caring for the Butterfly 
Garden) on August 25. 
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Mission Connect ions 

 
 

Congratulations to Team NCC for your remarkable success in last year’s 2018 CROP Hunger Walk! 

•  Team NCC raised a total of $27,400.   
•  This amount ranked NCC as 3rd highest Team in the country in 2018.   
Note:  There were over 800+ CROP Hunger Walks, 87,000+ Walkers raising $8.3 million in the country last 
year. Each Walk typically has multiple Teams.  For example – our Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk had 15 Teams. 

 

Please be a Walker, Helper or Donor in our 2019 Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk. 
NCC again can help many in need! 

More Good News! 
•  The Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk asked NCC  to host the 2019 Walk for a second year in a row! 
•  Also, this Year Church World Service (CWS), CROP Walk’s parent organization, celebrates the  
CROP Hunger Walk’s 50th Anniversary.  CWS was founded in 1946, but the first official CROP Walk was 
1969. 

Save the Date:  Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk.  Sunday, October 20, 2019 at 12:00 Noon. 

Would all our loyal CROP Hunger Walkers, Helpers and Donors help our NCC effort in these ways? 

•  Watch for and read future NCC announcements arriving by email or in our Sunday bulletins. 
•  Watch for and read notices via email from CWS promoting the CROP Hunger Walk cause. 
•  If you will be a Walker, please register online when you are notified by email of the details. 
•  Walkers and Helpers may now notify one of our NCC Team Leaders below of your wish to participate. 

Although NCC has participated in a total of 18 CROP Hunger Walks, this year will be NCC’S 15th consecutive year 
without interruption as a Team!  And what a Team you’ve grown to be!    

Thank you for all you do! 

  Christy Bobart:   cvqbob@yahoo.com                 Jim Hutten:   jimhutten@mac.com   

To Team NCC CROP Hunger  
Walkers, Helpers and Donors  

in the Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk 



PAGE 6 

What ’s  Happening  

WINDOW 

Office Notes :  
The new Sanctuary Altar Flower chart is up. You are welcome to take the flowers 
home after the worship service or we will see that they are given to a local hospice/
hospital. Please do indicate your preference on the sign-up sheet.  

The office will be closed on Sept. 2nd and 9th.  

The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, September 23rd.  

FALL FEST at NCC – “WE’RE ON A MISSION  FROM GOD” 

Sunday, September 15th  

9:30 a.m. – Doughnuts, Fruit, Coffee, &Juice 

10:00 a.m. – Lively all church celebration Worship 

10:15 a.m. – Exciting Sunday School Kick-off 

11:00 a.m. – Fruit and Ice Cream Sundae Bar 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap  
at harvest time, if we do not give up.”  -Galatians 6:9 

Fal l  Work Day  
Fall Work Day: This Spring NCC members joined together to tackle church clean-up projects, 

both inside and outside. At the end of Work Day volunteers admired the clean windows, empty 

gutters, vacuumed seating, and trimmed weeds and branches that 

their efforts produced. They were proud of the jobs they did and 

acknowledged it as a great start. This Fall presents an opportuni-

ty to finish the remaining tasks.  

Please join together with your Church family on Sunday, Sep-

tember 22, to spend some time following the 9:30 and 10:30 

services to make our Church shine even brighter. Projects will be 

designed to take about 2-3 hours. If you want to join the Fall 

Work-Day Team, please mark your calendar. In the coming days 

we'll identify the projects; if you are willing and able, you can 

sign up for a project of your choice at NCC or over a call to the 

Office. We'll ask all volunteers to bring their own tools for their 

chosen project. Of course, NCC will have cleaning agents and apparatus for your use; check in 

with the office for further information. We'll have some fun, eat a few snacks, visit with some 

friends and leave Northfield Community Church a bit more shining and inviting.  



Our prayers are offered for  Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Tim Byers, Chase Curtis, Flory 

 Dy, Bruce Johnston, Duayne Meyer; Jean Miller, Mary Lou Navarro, Judy Oswald, Sung Park;  

Barbara Peterson, & Pegeen Soare; those shut-in or staying close to home: Bob Fricke, Julie  

Jewell, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Sue Minnick, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in assisted 

living: Mike Black, & Mike Parker. 
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We welcome the birth of  

Jonah Harris Hayes, son of Matt and Sarah Hayes. Jonah was born on July 29th. Jonah’s 
grandparents are Duayne and Beth Meyer 

We celebrate the baptisms of   

Rhys Douglas Phillips and Gwyneth Rose Phillips on July 26th . Their parents are 
Darren Phillips and Stacy Sanford. Warren Wiggins was the officiant.  

William John Byron V on August 17th. William is the son of William and Megan Byron. 
Duayne Meyer was the officiant.  

The Phillips Sanford Family The Byron Family 

We Extend our Sympathy to the families of  

Sandy Allen. Sandy passed away on July 16th 

Douglas Decker. Douglas passed away on August 11th 

Ray Ratajczak. Ray passed away on August 15th 



 

 

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH          
400 WAGNER ROAD 
NORTHFIELD, IL   60093 

Address Correction Requested 

The Church Staff 

All of the members of NCC Ministers 

Steve Ash Business Manager 

Ronda Bower Family & Educational Ministry 

Thom Bower Associate Pastor  

Lea Jones Office Administrator 

Duayne R. Meyer Senior Pastor 

Don Minnick Pastor Emeritus 

James Brian Smith Director of Music 

Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 

N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

September Special Events 

  3rd 11:45 a.m. Book Club 

  6th   4:00 p.m. A Just Harvest 

  8th   4:30 p.m. Messy Church 

11th   7:30 a.m. Prayer Breakfast 

15th   All Morning  Fall Fest 

19th 10:00 a.m. Partners in Christ 

22nd  All Morning  Work Day  

27th-28th Women’s Retreat at Pilgrim Park 

Fall Fest Sept 15th 

 All Church Worship 

Service at 10 a.m. 


