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 First you may be wondering when, exactly, 
will summertime arrive here in Chicago?  So far, 
we are in an extended and extreme Spring sea-
son.  Rumor has it summer is to begin arriving 
sometime this week. We shall see.  I wouldn’t 
hang up my jacket or put away my umbrella if I 
were you.  

 And then there is the question of “easy” living. 
In my experience there is much to do – planning, 
preparations and playing catch-up – that makes 
for a fertile time in the church.  I have yet to ex-
perience a quiet summer in the church. So, I 
wouldn’t refer to this season as easy so much as I 
would as opportune.  Here at NCC much contin-
ues to happen.  While most of us may not pay 
much attention to it, there are all sorts of things 
being done to maintain and repair the property 
and grounds.  As mentioned in a variety of plac-
es, the Trustees are overseeing work to the build-
ings and grounds.  The organ has been repaired 
and, according the James Smith, is in good work-
ing order.  From the sounds wafting from the 
organ loft each Sunday, it would be hard to disa-
gree.   We lost a great number of trees and 
shrubs due to the harsh winter, so new ones are 
being planted this week and more will be planted 
in the next couple of weeks.   Work to all three 
gardens is ongoing and preparations are under-
way for Phase II roof repairs.  And these repre-
sent a sampling of what is going on. 

 I know none of this sounds particularly excit-
ing, may not seem on the surface to be “churchy,” 
but all of it undergirds the ministries and pro-
grams that go on at the church throughout the 
year.  Imagine trying to have Sunday School as 
water pours through a leaky roof, or to worship 

without the magnificent pipe organ, or to come 
and go to and from the church with only grass, 
mulch and weeds (and a pothole filled parking 
lot) to greet you.   This place is part of our minis-
try platform, a mission outpost at, from and 
through which the saving, life-giving work of the 
church is undertaken.  

 Of course, the staff, Council, Mission Com-
mittee, Deacons, Board of Christian Education all 
continue to work – mostly behind the scenes – 
on a great many things.  Pastor Wiggins and I – 
along with the “Partners in Christ” – are commit-
ted to congregational care.   There is Bible study 
at NCC each Tuesday morning and afternoon, 
and Saturday morning. Sunday School for chil-
dren is every week at 10:30am.  Stan Xidas and 
the Chapel Band continue to inspire us as the 
9:30am service.  James Smith has a variety of 
instrumentalists and vocalists at 10:30am, each 
one elevating our worship experiences. 

 I hope this might remind you that, while sum-
mertime may feel “easy” it is not a fallow season 
(not by a long shot!) at NCC.  I hope you will – 
as your own schedule allows – continue to come 
around and to attend to your own faith and disci-
pleship as part of this community.    Along with 
this, out on your travels and while you are on 
vacation, perhaps worship in another church not 
only to maintain your spiritual practice but also 
to look for some fresh ideas that might be helpful 
here at NCC.   So, here’s to – if not exactly an 
“easy” summer - a fertile, faithful season for you 
and yours, and here at Northfield Community 
Church. 

     -Duayne 
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 While at General Synod the last few days in Milwaukee, the logo of the UCC 3Great Loves initiative was 
everywhere. I thought about, as this last program year has drawn to a close, how wonderfully Northfield 
Community Church held up this initiative: to love Neighbor, Children, and Creation as a way for the congre-
gation to live out God’s love and work to creat a just world for all. 

 Christopher Grundy wrote a song that was commissioned for the 2018 Conference Annual Gathering of the 
Missouri/Mid-South Conference of the United Church of Christ. The song was written to communicate the 
"Three Great Loves" identity campaign of the UCC, and is called    “I Will Sing of Your Love, Love, Love”: 

“I will sing of your love, love, love of your steadfast love for as long as I live  
and I will sing of your love, love, love for as long as I live.  
I will sing of a love so wide that it welcomes the neighbor and will not divide  
and I will sing of your love, love, love for as long as I live I will sing,  
"Let the children come do not hinder them," for you love every one  
and I will sing of your love, love, love for as long as I live. 
I will sing of the trees so tall of the oceans so deep and your love for them all  
and I will sing of your love, love, love for as long as I live.  
Your love is stronger than the mountains soaks through me like the pouring rain  
it's no wonder that I'm answering your call.  
Whenever someone needs a neighbor and wherever there's a child in pain  
we'll be working on a just world for all. 
 I will sing of your love, love, love of your steadfast love for as long as I live  
and I will sing of your love, love, love for as long as I live for as long as I live.” 

 (c)2018 Hand and Soil Music. CCLI#7109567  
(You can find this song on the United Church of Christ Facebook videos or  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUyjdGNIYH4 ) 

 These wonderful lyrics touched me and had me questioning how I can do more at working on a just world 
for all by loving neighbor, children, and creation. How can you do more? How can NCC continue to do 
more? If you have some new ideas on how NCC can continue its walk in the 3 Great Love initiative, please let 
me know. Let’s keep singing of our love, love, love for God!  

 

Love of Children: Invite neighbors, friends, and family to this helpful and informative presentation by 
Elyssa’s Mission and The Family Institute at Northwestern University:  (details on page 3) 

Ron da’s  Remarks  -  Ronda  Bower  
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BACK TO SCHOOL 
Join Us 

 Preventing Adolescent Suicide 

 Parental Tips for Addressing Anxiety,  

  Worry, and Stress in Your Children 

 Overview of Elyssa's Mission Programming 

6:30 - 8:00 p.m., August 20, 2019 

Northfield Community Church 

400 Wagner Road 
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For  You To N ot e  -  James  Br ian Smith  

 During the summer months, while the choirs are on recess, the “Summer Music Series” features individuals 
or small ensembles which contribute musically to the worship service.  The music schedule is as follows. 

Sunday, July 7th 
Colonial music for fifes and drum comprise the prelude and postlude for this service.  
Sunday, July 14th 
Angela Wong is the flutist.  Angela is a graduate of St. Olaf College. 
Sunday, July 21st 
Suzanne Aaron is the vocal soloist.  Suzanne is a mezzo soprano and a member of NCC.  
Sunday, July 28th 
Music for 2 flutes, soprano and harpsichord in music by Bach, Boyce and others. 
Sunday, August 4th 
Janet Jesse plays the clarinet and Eileen Baumgarten is the organist for the service. 
Sunday, August 11th 
Eileen Baumgarten is the organist for the service. 
Sunday, August 18th 
Jeremiah Strickler is the vocal soloist.  Jeremiah is a former bass section leader in the Sanctuary Choir.  
He is a graduate of Roosevelt University. 
Sunday, August 25th 
Pipe organ Sunday.  Organ favorites featuring the Schlicker organ. 
Sunday, September 1st 
Music for harpsichord by Bach, Clementi and others. 
Sunday, September 8th 
Mary Ann Beatty is the vocal soloist during the service.  Mary Ann has frequently sung in the sanctuary 
choir and as a soloist at NCC and in many Chicagoland churches and synagogues.  She is also a voice 
teacher. 
 NCC is so fortunate to have many skilled musicians partaking in the Summer Music Series.  Come to 
the Sunday 10:30 service and let the music wash over you and lead you to a deeper, transcendent encoun-
ter with God.  As the hymn states, “Here in this Oasis…”. NCC is an oasis all year long - even throughout 
the summer!      See you in church!   -James 

Ronda’s Remarks, continued… 

Back To School: "Returning to school can be anxiety-provoking for adolescents. Transitioning away 
from summer break often comes with many changes and challenges, such as moving into a new grade 
level, a new school, and entering into different social circles. Today, many adolescents are experienc-
ing high levels of stress as a result of the many pressures they face on a regular basis, including academ-
ics, sports, relationships, and the influence of social media. As parents and caregivers, we want to be 
aware of how we can best guide and support our children, while also learning how to identify signs of 
distress. This presentation will aim to dispel common myths around youth suicide, as well as offer crit-
ical information on warning signs, risk and protective factors, and how to keep your child safe. Addi-
tionally, this presentation will also cover practical ways to address anxiety, worry and stress in your 
teen."  
      - Ronda 
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What ’s  Happening  
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Office Notes : The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, August 19th.  

Our prayers are offered for Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Tim Byers, Chase Curtis, Flory 

Dy, Bruce Johnston, Helena Lathrop, Jean Miller, & Sung Park; those shut-in or staying close to 

home: Bob Fricke, Julie Jewell, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Sue Minnick, Carolyn Stock-

well; and those in assisted living: Mike Black, Mike Parker, & Ray Ratajczak. 

If you would like to send a card to Bruce Johnston, who recently had surgery, his address at home 

is: 2469 East Avenida de Posada; Tucson, AZ 85718-3084. 

NCC 2019 Annual Meeting  

Mike Chance, Charlie Shabica, and Ronda Bower.  Some 

of the many NCC folks on a  Mission  From God.  

 On May16th , the NCC community gath-

ered for their annual meeting. The theme for 

the meeting was “We’re on a Mission from 

God”.  Many of the attendees dressed the part 

with black suits, white shirts, and fedoras. All 

attendees were provided sunglasses.  

 The feature of the evening was a set of mis-

sion videos which had been  commissioned my 

NCC’s Mission Board.  These videos featured 

the St. Peter Legacy in Mission fund and some 

of the organizations which have been helped 

by the fund. If you’re interested, you can 

check out the videos at the NCC website, 

www.northfielducc.org . The video topics are 

Dental Access Days,  Sarah’s Circle, Save 

Abandoned Babies, and West Austin Develop-

ment Center  

The Wider  Church  
UCC General  Synod 2019   

The United Church of Christ General Synod 2019 was held 
in Milwaukee June 21st –25th. If you’d like to see what goes 
on at synod, recordings of the  worship services and plenary 
sessions can be found on the UCC YouTube channel. The 
theme for the Synod was SHINE! 

http://www.northfielducc.org
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Mission Connect ions 

A Just Harvest 

 Volunteers for serving a meal at A Just Harvest  are needed. NCC continues to have a special bond with 

A Just Harvest. We are committed to helping our friends and neighbors in Rogers Park to support the 

needs of those who are food insecure. AJH serves approximately 55,000 meals a year. The door is open 

365 days without fail.  

 NCC's day to volunteer is the first Friday of the month. The next opportunity is August 2nd. Volunteers 

stop by the church to pick up supplies, then stop by Hofherr's in Northfield to pickup meatloaf before 

heading to A Just Harvest to serve the evening meal. It is a wonderful experience to visit the “Cafe” and to 

see what goes into serving over a hundred guests. We encourage everyone to give it a try. Please see the 

sign-up sheet outside the office or contact the office if you are interested in volunteering.  Thanks!  

 Board Of Missions (“BOM”) is happy to report a grant made to the Josselyn Center, the communi-

ty based community behavioral health center here in Northfield. This grant was made from the St. Peter's 

Legacy Fund. 

 After a brief summer hiatus, the BOM start the new season on August 7th with recent grantee Wings, 

Inc. meeting with the committee. In addition to reports on the 20+ organizations we support, we also 

have three new grantee proposals from local non-profit groups. 

The BOM needs your direct involvement! 

 * Family Promise needs 20 new volunteers committing 2 to 20 annual hours in order for NCC to con-

tinue hosting four times a year. This is an endeavor that gives us happiness through its success.....but it 

does require a lot of participation on our part.  

 * We need "point guards" to visit and get familiar with the "goings-on" at our existing and proposed 

grantees 

 * Let us know if there are non-profit organizations that you would recommend for the BOM to  

consider. 

Notes to the BOM can be placed in the mailbox in the NCC admin office. 

Save  the  Date!  

FALLFEST at NCC – “WE’RE ON A MISSION  FROM GOD” 

Sunday, September 15th  

9:30 a.m. – Coffee, Juice & Donuts 

10:00 a.m. – Lively all church celebration Worship 

10:15 a.m. – Exciting Sunday School Kick-off 

11:00 a.m. – Fruit and Ice Cream Sundae Bar 

“So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap  
at harvest time, if we do not give up.”  -Galatians 6:9 
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Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 
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July Special Events 

  2nd 11:45 a.m. Book Club 

  5th   4:00 p.m. A Just Harvest 

August Special Events 

 2nd   4:00 p.m. A Just Harvest 

 6th  11:45 a.m. Book Club 

 14th 5:30 p.m. Outreach at Northfield  
       Market & Music  

 20th 6:30 p.m. Elyssa’s Mission presents: 
       Back to School 


