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 For the second consecutive morning, from my perch in the study at the manse, I see snow flurries. 
Undeterred, the nursery school children are on the playground. Watching them go about their busi-
ness so unselfconsciously makes the morning seem almost normal.   

 Though the flowers have withered, the collards, broccoli and kale in our garden seem to be fine 
with the cold and the snow, at least for the time being. The days are getting shorter.  The crispness 
in the air is less and less interrupted by an occasional warm breeze. The locusts and maples are most-
ly bare, having given up their leaves. The oak just beyond the fence is the last hold-out, its leaves 
refuse to change colors or to let go, as yet unwilling to bid farewell to summer. Still, what we may 
want or wish cannot stop the march of days. Covid, social unrest and political rancor will not delay 
the change of seasons.   

 As far as things go at NCC, we are doing our best to navigate these changing times and circum-
stances. One of the benefits of having experienced, mature lay and staff leaders is there is a calm re-
solve that underlies our life, leadership and work. While we are – and feel that we must be - circum-
spect, there is also an energy – let’s call it what it is: faith – in and behind deliberations and actions.  
NCC’s leaders and congregation have done remarkably, thinking creatively and pivoting quickly. I 
often remind our leaders, “please be patient with us, this is our first pandemic.” First pandemic or 
not, well done good and faithful servants. 

 Thanks to the foresight of the Trustees and Council, NCC acted quickly to improve our technolo-
gy infrastructure in order to accommodate video conferencing and other ways of staying connected. 
I’m not sure I’ll ever be able to say or see the word zoom and feel as I did before the pandemic (after 
all, who, apart from Buck Rogers fans, ever used the word zoom?), but it has been a useful tool.  
The ever-capable Ronda Bower has made the transition to virtual educational ministries and has ro-
bust participation among children, families and adults. 

 Thanks to our friend Rob Orr, NCC was able to begin recording early on, and in recent months, 
to livestream worship. Additional resources and technology have supplemented Rob’s work and 
soon livestreaming will become the primary way we worship virtually. Given the rising number of 
Covid cases in Cook County and the state’s mitigation plan, there is a real chance livestreaming may 
be the only way we will be able to worship together at times this winter.  If and when you see Lea 
Jones – in person or virtually – please offer a word of thanks to her as she has been key to making 
this happen.  We have a few more tricks up our sleeves with livestreaming so stay tuned. 

 With the help of section leaders and band members Phyllis Scott, Eileen Baumgarten and Stan Xi-
das continue to find ways to provide beautiful, uplifting music at the worship services.  When it 
comes to music at NCC, we are beyond fortunate. I think of NCC’s long-time Music Director, 
George Williams, and sense his spirit that abides with us and blesses us. So much of what we enjoy 
musically is a direct result of George’s 42-year legacy. 

 With Steve Ash’s help, the Board of Trustees and Council have developed a 2021 budget that is 
both prudent and faithful.  Recognizing the financial effects of the pandemic on so many, the Council 
will recommend to the congregation that 2021 spending be significantly reduced. (continued) 
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Ronda’s  Remarks  -  Ronda Bower  

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.”    Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 It is no secret that I love spring and summer. As I have been walking in the Chicago Botanic Garden the past few 
weeks, I have worked on being open to the beauty of the fall leaves instead of whispering to the trees to think green 
and hold on to the green leaves a little longer. But the trees graciously listen to their Maker rather than my foolish 
whispers. In order to flourish in the new season, the tree must let go of its decayed leaves. Their time has come to a 
close. There is a new season ahead. 

 A tree full of wonderful green leaves and ripened fruit can offer shelter, nourishment, and shade for a season. The 
leaves eventually turn to those beautiful fall reds, oranges, and golds, offering us the wonderful artwork of our Crea-
tor. Then, the leaves must fall, leaving that beautiful tree bare and vulnerable to the harsh winter weather. The tree 
must go through the winter cold to begin a new life, a new cycle, with budding fragrant and beautiful blossoms. 

 Scripture references new changes and beginnings in our lives as being seasons- God’s timing in delivering us 
through all the changes in our lives. No matter how long, strenuous, or painstaking these seasons may be, there is al-
ways a new season ahead, a season of new beginnings. We can look ahead to each new season with thinking, speaking, 
acting, and living more positively. Every little change we make towards living a more positive life will eventually take 
root and prepare us for a new cycle, a new season. Never stop believing and growing. Never stop being grateful in 
this season, and appreciate the beauty our Creator God has given us in each season of our life. 

Messy Church- Thank you to Josh and Tracey Buchman, Kim Scott, and Diana Lord for their help with Messy Church 
Fall Costumes and Cars. And thank you to Stan Xidas for the use of his sound system. Thank you to all who came who 
made it such a fun evening of great costumes, fun trunk decorating, games, and laughter. Thank you for staying safe 

with masks and social distancing.          -Ronda 

While we hope to minimize the need to draw from financial reserves, Steve and the boards will monitor the finances 
closely and will put contingencies in place.  The Trustees necessarily deferred some large maintenance projects in 
2020 (think flat roof), so it’s important that NCC husband resources as carefully as we can in order to address these 
capital projects in the summer of 2021.  

 It is important to point out that the outreach and mission of NCC continues undeterred. Bill McKinley and Mission 
Board members have been hard at work to develop partnerships with local ministries and agencies to address poverty 
and violence.  Even with a pandemic, Jim Hutten mustered 20 NCC’ers to raise funds for food pantries and disaster 
relief through the Crop Hunger Walk.  Bud and Mitzi Smith are spearheading “Operation Christmas Child,” and we 
are hoping for broad support from the congregation.  Even though we are unable to physically join the work of A Just 
Harvest, we continue to provide food and financial support for this vitally important feeding and advocacy ministry.   

 As centenarian, fellow church member, and ministry colleague Ted Roos has reminded me over the past 20 years, 
“life keeps comin’.”  A Pandemic, our politics and societal changes are part, but not by a long shot all, there is to this 
particular changing season. There is also the change and new life the Holy Spirit brings. 

 There is more to share with you -there always is - but I think this is enough for now, except to say thank you and 
bless you for your continued witness, fellowship and prayers.  As much as we prefer calmer waters, the truth is the 
church was built for rough seas, to be that place and people who navigate difficult times with a faithful resolve and 

trust in the one who is Lord, even over the wind and the waves.        -Duayne  
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Ronda’s  Remarks  ( continued)  -  Ronda Bower  

 There’s a lot of things happening at NCC in November! Join in these great classes and activities: 

NOVEMBER MESSY CHURCH  
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8   4:30 pm on Zoom. 

Parable of the Coins and Thankfulness. Everyone invited! Don’t miss a fun evening of Zoom 
games, stories, activities, and lots of fun and laughter. A link will be sent out in eblasts to NCC 
families, or contact Ronda or the church office for the Zoom link. 

Adult Classes - You are invited to join any of the classes listed below: 

Sunday Seminar - Sunday mornings 9:00-10:00 on Zoom - discussion on Marcus Borg video sessions 

Women’s Bible Class - Tuesday mornings 10:00-11:30 on Zoom - discussing the book of James 

Relevant Bible Study - Saturday mornings 9:00-10:00, at church discussing the book of Romans 

Children and Teens Classes: 

Preschool and Parent Sunday School - Sunday mornings 10:15-10:35 on Zoom 

Sunday School - Sunday mornings 10:45-11:30 on Zoom 

Family Sunday School At Home Lessons - emailed Sunday mornings 

Confirmation Classes - watch for information about confirmation class new beginnings 

Teen Night - the last Sunday of the month - watch for information about November’s time together 

Phrases  from Phyl l is  – Phyll is  Scott  

The choir's "zoom gathering" last month was a success; it was nice to just catch up with everyone.  I do want to share 
with all of you something Duayne sent to the staff - and his story about it, which follows.   
They Sang a Hymn  by Mary Luti 

Whenever I read Mark’s story of the last supper, one detail always chokes me up: Before they went out, they 
sang a hymn. 

Jesus knew something dreadful was coming. Even so, he didn’t skip the closing hymn, likely a psalm about 
God’s deliverance of Israel from Egypt. 

How could he sing of deliverance when there’d be none for him? In the same way his ancestor Miriam grabbed 
a tambourine in the rush to escape Egypt ahead of Pharaoh’s army. She knew she’d need it later for the victory 
song. 

Someone once asked Sojourner Truth how to destroy slavery. She replied, “Lay a song on it.” If you’re of a cer-
tain age, you remember freedom songs above the blows and snarling dogs. It’s no surprise that when despots 
come to power, they first purge the poets and singers. They know where real power lies. 

Jesus sang a hymn that night, a song the Spirit taught David. David taught the people. They sang it to their chil-
dren. Jesus learned it from his mother, who learned it from hers. 

Hope and joy against all odds, he sang for his whole short life. He sang it when they killed him. He was singing 
when he burst triumphant from the grave. 

Every faithful community knows it. As long as we’re singing, we’re invincible. 

Duayne shared that one night last week, "as Beth and I put Grace and Henry to bed (they were spending the night 
with us), I sang “Jesus Loves Me” to them. Gracie said, “Papa, my momma sings that song to me at night before 
bed too. How do you know that song?” I told her the truth, “My mom taught it to me, just like your mom taught it 
to you.”  “Oh,” she said, “that’s great. I guess I’ll teach it to my children too then.” 

Editor’s note: This meditation came from the United Church of Christ’s Still Speaking  
group. You can subscribe by clicking on this link: https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional  

https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
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175/75  Anniver sar y  Celebrat ion –Ga r y  Eberle in 

The Church Is Alive with the Sound of Music – the first 100 years, part 2 

We left the story of music in the church on its 100th anniversary in 1945. WWll had ended and the “soldier boys” 
were back home.  The choir continued under the direction of Mr. Orian Galitz, a music educated and talented musi-
cian from Evanston who regularly appeared in local productions with his noted baritone voice. By 1955 the adult 

choir had grown to 30 members, twenty women and 10 men.  It was stat-
ed that the choir was “favorably comparable to the best volunteer choirs”. 
Edna Borchardt, a long-time member of the church, was in the midst of 
her almost 40 years of service as organist while also playing the piano and 
leading the singing for Sunday School.  The junior choir’s six boys and ten 
girls roster had its own director, rehearsed regularly, and added signifi-
cantly to special services throughout the year.  

Mr. Galitz’s sudden and unexpected 
death in May of 1959, having served 
over 20 years, began a period of 

shorter-term directors; Tom Whiteside, Jim Leland and a local music teacher 
from Glenview, Gloria Winship. 

At about the same time as the installation of the new organ in 1978 and through 
the 1980’s the music program was led by a lady with a “trained voice”, Tricia 
White who taught piano and voice from her home. She brought with her Fer-
rell, her husband with a wonderful baritone voice, and an excellent reader of 
music.  Tricia’s love of children resulted in several “productions” when the Children’s Choir presented “The Little 
Camel Boy” in 1983 and “Shobi Shares a Miracle” in 1984, among others. And then there were the Choir Festivals, 
initially started by the Northbrook Clergy Association and joined by Tricia White in the ‘80’s growing through the 
‘90’s into as many as nine choirs from Northbrook churches, each presenting an individual piece and joining together 
for several mass numbers in the acoustically impressive setting of the Techny Chapel. 

The ninety’s welcomed Dr. Connie Speake, a professor of music education, to the position of Director of Choirs and 
with her came some new and challenging ideas, one of which being a late summer retreat for getting-to-know-you, 
welcome to the new church year and let’s run through some of the music, old and new that will enhance the wor-
ship services.  The concept of an over-night retreat, at a camp near Lake Geneva, Wisconsin, proved to be fun, re-
warding, a bit expensive and somewhat difficult to schedule for some folks, but the idea carried over until St. Peter 
merged here at NCC. It became the better part of one Saturday, closer to home but still a way to welcome new 
members, fellowship over lunch, a wake-up call to the voice for many and the distribution and run-through of music 
through at least Christmas.  By 1995 Connie felt the choir was ready for the challenge of Rutter’s Requiem which 
was presented during the 150th Anniversary Celebration year.  Often times the choir year ended in June with a pic-
nic, usually at someone’s home, as a way of saying thank you for another successful year and have a restful summer - 
see you at the retreat.    

During the decades after the retirement of Edna Borchardt, organists’ turnover became relatively often.  Most came 
from the Northwestern University School of Music or local folks looking for the opportunity to become involved 
with their skill in a church setting. 

Connie retired from teaching and joined the Peace Corps. In 2006 our very own Carolyn Wiggins was hired as choir 
director and recently with her, Eileen Baumgarten.  We very much appreciate their skill and dedication that carried 
us through our difficult transition from St. Peter to NCC. 



“Let us not grow weary of doing good”  Mission Connect ions  
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Report on Team NCC’s 2020 CROP Hunger Walk 

Many thanks go to the wonderful effort put forth by our 20 Walkers for the 2020 virtual Glenbrook CROP Hunger 
Walk!  AND a HUGE thank you goes to our NCC members and friends for their generous support!    

NCC’s annual participation in this event supports the work of Church World Service (CWS), the sponsor of all of 
the 800+ CROP Hunger Walks staged across the country.  CWS distributes the proceeds in this way:  75% to all 
their global relief efforts, and 25% to local hunger agencies.  Our Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk this year will 
divide the 25% share of funds to these agencies on this basis:  The Northfield Township Food Pantry (18%), The 
Hunger Resource Network (5%) and the West Deerfield Food Pantry (2%).   

Everyone knows that 2020 is a year like no other in our memories.  What NCC does each and every year helps so 
many in need.  CWS is overwhelmed with the demand, as is every other international relief organization in the 
world.  Please know that our collective effort continues to make a difference to peoples around the globe. 

So far Team NCC raised just over $24,000!   This total includes a $5,000 gift from the St. Peter Legacy in Mission 
Fund.  Here’s the list of our Team NCC Walkers: 

Trish Andrew, Christy Bobart, Glen Bobart, Ronda Bower*, Anna Capella, Mike Chance*, Helen Hutten, Jim 
Hutten, Jeff Jordan*, Christy McCreary, Bill McGuire, Bill McKinley*, Duayne Meyer*, Nordis Nelson, Carol 
Ann Munro, Stacy Sanford, Kim Scott *, Charlie Shabica*, Rose Vakili and Liz Warner. 

Note:  The 7 Star* church leaders collaborated to walk 10 miles, each separately at different times, and different 
locations. Please consider supporting one of these “Lone Long Walkers” with any amount per mile donation 
you wish, e.g., two bits, four bits, six bits, a dollar or 2X or 4X or 10X those amounts or whatever! The group rep-
resents our 5 NCC Church Boards and Staff! Thank you for this extra effort.  

If you intended to support any of our listed Walkers with an online or check or cash donation, there is still time! All 
online accounts remain active.  Go Team NCC! 

It’s Operation Christmas Child Shoebox time again!! 

During these trying times it’s a good chance to make a differ-
ence in a child’s life. Be a blessing to those less fortunate. 

There will be a change in the way we handle and distribute 
empty shoeboxes. We will make up the boxes and include inside all necessary information, 
pamphlets, etc. The boxes will be on tables near the entrance to the chapel and to the sanctu-
ary. We only ask that you sign in with your name and the number of boxes taken. If you have 
any questions, see Mitzi or Bud Smith (847-272-4111). 

The collection week is Nov. 15th to Sunday, Nov. 22nd 



We Celebrate The baptism of Caleb James Elmore Caleb will be baptized today after the second service. 
Caleb’s parents are Tim and Jennifer Elmore, his grandmother is Margo Elmore.  

We Celebrate  The birth of Paige Kieran Johnston-Mosley. Paige’s parents are Victoria and David. Grand-
mothers are Carol Ann Munro and Hallie Burhoe . 
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Thanksg iving Wor ship  wil l  be  l ivestreamed  
at  10am on Thanksg iving Day  

V iew on the webs ite :  https ://www.nor thf ie lducc.or g/s treaming -video 

The Church Family  

All Saints Sunday, November 1st, is an occasion to remember and 

celebrate the lives of members of our Church family who died in 

the past year.  We lift their names in prayer along with God’s 

promise that we are part of a “mystic sweet communion with those 

whose rest is won.” 

 Mariano Dy November 7, 2019 

 Jean Connor December 21, 2019 

 Sue Minnick January 2, 2020 

 Larry Townsend January 8, 2020 

 Jean Moran February 3, 2020 

 Michael Black April 25, 2020 

 Sandra Heppner May 6, 2020 

 June Dettman June 14, 2020 

 RG Heydt June 18, 2020 

 Willie Karsten August 10, 2020 

 Al Karsten August 23, 2020 

Our prayers are offered for  Viva Black, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Loyal Carlson Jr, David A. 
Cyr, Jan Deetjen, Flory Dy, Linda Eberlein; Steven Evenstad, Marge Fairhead, Jamie Garard, Bill Jes-
se, Julie Jewell, Lucy Landon (Judy Hertelendy’s sister), Jay Lorenz; Betty Oswald; Mitzi Smith, and 
those shut-in or staying close to home: Bob Fricke, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Carolyn Stock-
well; and those in assisted living: Mike Parker. . 



We continue to order flowers for the sanctuary worship services. If you would like to help defray the cost pf these 
flowers, you may make an online donation, drop off or mail in a check with “Flowers” in the memo/notes. The cost 
per week is $40. Please contact the office for more details. 

Now that we have returned to in-person worship we have a need for ushers for both services. If you are interested, 
please contact Jeff Jordan or Lea Jones in the office.  

Also, the schedule for Worship Leaders has resumed. If you had been scheduled as a Worship Leader and have any 
questions or need a current schedule, please contact the office. 

Thank you to Judy Hertelendy for posting the offerings and preparing the quarterly statements. 

Thank you to Susan Edgar for assembling this Window newsletter.  

THANK YOU to everyone who continues to send in their donations or donate on line! We really appreciate it! 

The submission deadline for the December Window is Thursday, November 19th. 
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Off ice  Notes  

Livestreaming at NCC 
We continue the process of getting all the pieces in place to livestream each Sunday morning worship service over a link 
on our website while simultaneously livestreaming on Facebook. There are many parts to this puzzle including cameras, 
microphones, and the placement of each; hardwired connections and WiFi connections to the controllers; physical mixers 
and virtual mixers and apps that manage all these inputs and send them out to the world via the internet. As we fine tune 
these systems, we will also be adding ‘channels’ which will carry our livestream such as AppleTV, Roku, and our own 
NCC phone app. We have a couple of pros helping us out, Rob Orr and Sam MacNerland. Thanks to Rob and Sam for 
your diligent work! 

The links  for livestreaming are below: 
- Facebook Live: https://www.facebook.com/northfieldcommunitychurch 
- NCC's website: https://www.northfielducc.org/streaming-video 
If you would like some help or have any questions about how to access the livestream, please email or call Lea Jones and 
she’ll be happy to walk you through the process.  

Livestreaming is a way for us at NCC to continue to worship and to stay connected to each other. Livestreaming is also an 
opportunity to broaden our outreach and share the good news of Jesus with the world. Please feel free share the 
livestream links with your friends and family.  

Measures NCC has taken to help ensure the safety and well-being of those who attend in-person gatherings  

 Per state mandate, inside NCC’s facilities, members and friends are asked to wear a facial covering 
 Signage has been placed in entryways indicating social distancing practices  
 Partitions for safe distancing in the sanctuary and chapel have been created. 
 A touchless door entry sensor has been installed at the southwest entrance 
 Disposable masks and hand wipes are available at all entryways  
 Hand sanitizing stations have been placed at entryways 
 Touchless soap dispensers have been installed in the washrooms and kitchen 
 Touchless thermometers are available as needed. 
 Beginning in  September, “fogging” of the facilities will take place before and after gatherings to eliminate viruses 

from surface areas. 
 Ionization generators have been installed on the HVAC systems to eliminate airborne pathogens.  
If you would like to make a donation to help with these Covid-related expenses, you may do so through the website 
or by sending a check made out to NCC with "Covid-19 expense" in the memo section. 

https://www.facebook.com/northfieldcommunitychurch
https://www.northfielducc.org/streaming-video
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The Church Staff 

All of the members of NCC Ministers 

Steve Ash Business Manager 

Eileen Baumgarten Interim Organist 

Ronda Bower Family & Educational Ministry 

Thom Bower Associate Pastor  

Lea Jones Office Administrator 

Duayne R. Meyer Senior Pastor 

Don Minnick Pastor Emeritus 

Phyllis Scott Interim Choir Director 

Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 

N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

November Events 

Nov 1st All Saints Sunday 

Nov 8th Messy Church 

Nov 12th Mission Board 

Nov 17th Trustees 

Nov 26th Virtual Thanksgiving Service 

 



 Northfield Community Church  November 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1     All Saints Day 
.9:00 am Sunday Seminar Z 

 9:30 am Worship and Praise F 

10:15 am Pre-school Sunday School Z 

10:30 am Traditional Worship W 

10:45 am Virtual Sunday School Z 

2 3 
10:00 am Women's Bible 

Study Z  

4 
8:00 pm Men’s Small 
Group Z 

5 
1:00 pm A Just Harvest, 

delivery only 

6 
 

7 
9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study  

8 
 9:00 am Sunday Seminar Z 

 9:30 am Worship and Praise F 

10:15 am Pre-school Sunday School Z 

10:30 am Traditional Worship W 

10:45 am Virtual Sunday School Z 

 4:30 pm Messy Church Z 

9 
7:00 pm Women’s 
Small Group Z 

10 
10:00 am Women's Bible 

Study Z 

11 
8:00 pm Men’s Small 
Group Z 

12 
 

7:00 pm Mission Board  

13 14 
9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study  

15 
 9:00 am Sunday Seminar Z 

 9:30 am Worship and Praise F 

10:15 am Pre-school Sunday School Z 

10:30 am Traditional Worship W 

10:45 am Virtual Sunday School Z 

16 
7:00 pm Women’s 
Small Group Z 

17 
10:00 am Women's Bible 

Study Z 

7:00 pm Board of 

Trustees Z  

18 
8:00 pm Men’s Small 
Group Z 

19 
10:00 am Partners In 

Christ  

 

20 21 
9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study  

22 
 9:00 am Sunday Seminar Z 

 9:30 am Worship and Praise F 

10:15 am Pre-school Sunday School Z 

10:30 am Traditional Worship W 

10:45 am Virtual Sunday School Z 

23 
7:00 pm Women’s 
Small Group Z 

 

24 
10:00 am Women's Bible 

Study Z 

 

25 
8:00 pm Men’s Small 
Group Z 

26 Virtual 

Thanksgiving Service  
10:00am 

27 28 
9:00 am Relevant 

Bible Study  

29 
 9:00 am Sunday Seminar Z 

 9:30 am Worship and Praise F 

10:15 am Pre-school Sunday School Z 

10:30 am Traditional Worship W 

10:45 am Virtual Sunday School Z 

30 
7:00 pm Women’s 
Small Group Z 

    

Please check the NCC website for the 

most current Calendar information: 

www.NorthfieldUCC.org 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Virtual Event Key 
F – Facebook live 
W – Link on the website: www.northfielducc.org 
Z – Zoom event, ask staff for an invitation 

http://www.northfielducc.org/
http://www.northfielducc.org/
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