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2020 Fores ight  
There is an old, and wrongheaded, expression which goes, “hindsight is always 20-20.” I can 
tell you from personal experience this isn’t always the case.  It’s not at all difficult to look back 
on some event or circumstance and still manage to miss its lessons and meanings.  This old saw 
is similar to another one, “we learn from our mistakes.” Well, if that’s true, then why do we so 
often make the same mistakes time and time again!  Yes, hindsight can be 20-20. Of course, we 
can learn from the mistakes. But these are not givens.  

What is a given is we have the capacity to reflect, to think critically, to learn new things (gain 
fresh insights and energies) and, when we see fit, to change patterns of behaviors; modifying 
our actions or even undertaking something new.  These are wonderful gifts.  The prophet Isaiah 
declared to Israel in exile, “behold I do a new thing! (Isaiah 43.5)” The time was coming when 
Israel would be restored as God’s great experiment in blessing the world.  Our Christian scrip-
tures end with the affirmation, “Behold I make all things new! (Rev. 21.5)” John writes this as 
he has been banished to the island of Patmos. And yet he could, in faith, already see that some-
thing wonderful and new was beginning to break into the present, the future was already – de-
spite difficult circumstances - pushing back the curtain, brushing aside the past and present to 
reveal healing, restoration and a new, transformative way of being in the world. Notice both 
Isaiah and John, in order to claim the future, had to first “behold.” In other words, they had to 
look, to pay attention, and to live into this future even before it had fully come. 

2020 for NCC holds the possibility for bringing newness. But it is hardly a given. We could also 
take another approach: “steady as she goes,” or “same old same old,” or “why fix what isn’t bro-
ken?”   

In 2020 we are celebrating the 175-year legacy of St. Peter Church. Five years ago two congre-
gations – St. Peter and NCC – converged and became one.  Adding strength to strength this 
new and united congregation is moving forward in faith, has already done some new things. 
2021 will mark the 75th anniversary of NCC and the 5th anniversary of the merging of the two 
congregations.  God is doing – or at least is trying to do - a new thing with this congregation, 
pressing us to leverage the gifts and legacy of our past, pulling us forward into a new, uncharted 
future. Like Isaiah and John, we must learn to both “look!” and lean in this future even before it 
has fully come.   

To ignore this watershed moment in our congregation’s life would be a shame, even unfaithful. 
Why pass up opportunities to reflect, learn, celebrate and move faithfully forward?  God has set 
a future before us, built on the strong legacy of our past.  These moments – our anniversaries – 
are ways the Holy Spirit nudges us, pleads with to move us toward the future God is claiming 
for this congregation.  The prophet Jeremiah wholeheartedly believed God to be at work in 
these ways, writing “for I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper 
you…plans to give you hope and a future (Jer. 29.11)”. (continued on next page             )  
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 For many families, no matter what that family looks like, scheduling and making time for church in a busy jam-
packed week feels hard. Weekday routines are pretty set and weekend schedules can be more relaxed. Sundays can 
be a time to kick back and recuperate without having to do something. But if you get yourself and everyone out of 
the house and to worship or another activity at church, do you regret taking time to attend church? was there some-
thing about being there that calmed you down, made you feel connected, and allowed you to breathe? 

 Research shows that people who regularly attend church report stronger social networks and less depression. 
They smoke less and lead healthier and even longer lives. In a very real and physical way, church is literally good for 
your health. 

 Talking to people and browsing the internet, I have found many thoughts about benefits of being part of a faith 
community. Here are a few I found: 

 Being part of a faith community… 
 connects a person with God by making time for God and physically allowing God into 

our lives by attending a place of worship. 
 gives a chance to reflect on gratitude by opening our hearts and eyes to see the things we 

have, even in moments when it is hard to see our blessings. 
 connects us socially. 
 provides opportunities to give back. 
 find lessons in our trials. 
 teaches us forgiveness. 
 helps us find deeper meaning in our lives. 

 Hope to see you at Sunday morning worship or another gathering at Northfield Community Church soon! 

  Thank you! -Ronda 

Ronda’s  Remarks  -  Ronda Bower  
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Thank you to: 
Jackie Jordan for helping with the Birthday Party for Jesus 
Carolyn Wiggins and Janet Jesse for leading the Sunday school unit “Solomon Builds a Temple.” 
Loretta Kaplan for helping at Sunday school movie day MLK weekend. 

Sunday Seminar and Great Decisions: Sunday Seminar, meeting Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15 in the library, 
has begun its yearly discussion of the Foreign Policy Association’s publication “Great Decisions.” The class will be 
discussing topics from the publication like: Human Trafficking, China in Latin America, Artificial Intelligence and 
Data with a faith based perspective. Everyone is welcome. If you are interested in joining and would like a book, 
please contact me in the church office.  

Look ing O ver  the Pul pit  ( continued)  -  Duayne Meyer  
So, there you have it. Will 2020 be a time of clarity, challenge, even new life? What will it be?  Will we reflect on 
the past with gratitude and gain renewed strength, vision and energy as we lean in?  Can we give ourselves to trust 
in the providence and care of our creative, on-the-move- God, drawing us out of the comfortable present and into 
the unknown, exciting future?    
I am confident (even certain) we can, and I am hopeful we will.  So, dear church, here’s to 2020 foresight. 

 - Pastor Duayne 

“So  let  us not grow weary in doing what i s  r ight,  for we wil l  reap at  harvest t ime i f  we do 
not give up.”  -  Galatians 6 :9   
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Messy Church – I was not able to be at NCC for January’s Messy Church and my 
heart is still singing with joy by the dedication and commitment of NCC people to 
making a wonderful evening of sharing God’s love and welcome at Messy Church 
on Jan. 12 happen. I never worried or doubted a bit that it would be an incredible 
evening, but I did terribly miss being at Messy Church with everyone.  

We will be 
man or Suzanne Schneiter if you’re interested in joining the fun.

Thank you to Jeff Jordan, Kevin Trimpe, and the Andrew family for setting up the tables and chairs in the fellowship 
hall on Saturday afternoon. Thank you to Donna Cox , Janet Jesse, Lea Jones, Jenny Jordan, Carma Pagni, and Car-
olyn and Warren Wiggins for setting up materials, etc. Sunday after worship. And thank you to all the volunteers 
during Messy Church: Aidan Andrew, Josh and Tracey Buchman, Erin Detlefsen, Evie Detlefsen, Tigger Dunbar, 
Cecilia Eytalis, Fran Eytalis, Judy Hertelendy,  Janet Jesse, Lea Jones, Jenny Jordan, Diana Lord, Beth and Duayne 
Meyer, Suzanne Schneiter, Kim Scott, Bud and Mitzi Smith, Leeann Starr, Sloan Townsend, Taylor Townsend, Alys-
sa Yagelski, and Sarah Yagelski. Thank you also for all who put themselves on the clean-up committee. Thank you to 
all the families who came. I appreciate all of you so much.  

I invite everyone to come to February’s Messy Church on Feb. 9, beginning at 4:30 p.m. The theme will be  
Loving Each Other Through Forgiveness with activities, worship, and a delicious dinner. You don’t need to vol-
unteer, just come. Come explore the activities, sit and color, walk around and enjoy this community of faith. Messy 
Church grows by invitation. Bring friends from work, neighbors, family.  If you would like to volunteer, there will 
be sign up boards up at church beginning Jan. 26 or just let me know. You can volunteer during Messy Church help-
ing with dinner or activities. If you can’t be there during Messy Church but would still like to help, sign up to set up 
tables and chairs on Saturday morning, or setting up materials after worship on Sundays. I am always looking for peo-
ple who want to help plan activities and worship. Please be a part of this wonderful expression of worship and com-
munity of faith. 

Ronda’s  Remarks  ( continued)  -  Ronda Bower  

The 2020 Messy Church National Conference will be hosted at Northfield Community Church! The 
days of October 22-24, 2020 will see the rooms and hallways of NCC filled with 150-200 people from around the 
United States coming to learn more about Messy Church. Blocks of rooms have been reserved at the Renaissance and 
Sheraton hotels in Northbrook. Lucy Moore, the creator of Messy Church, and musician Stephen Fischbacher will be 
flying in from the UK for presentations. I will even be leading a workshop! There are a lot of logistics to figure out 
before October, like: where to cater meals from, how do we set up tables and chairs for meals, what is the best flow 
for things like drink stations, etc. If you are someone who is gifted at, or just loves to work with planning things like 
this, I invite you to join a planning team for this conference. Just let me know. I would love your help! 

Your help and participation are needed and appreciated: 
 3 week Sunday School teachers 
Our Children’s Sunday School is set up for rotations which last 3 weeks. Teachers are needed for the 
following Rotations:  
 A Banquet with Simon March 1, 8, and 15 for video, science, or art; and  
 Holy Week and Easter March 29, April 5 and 19 with cooking, art, or games.  
Lesson plans are written so that you can follow word for word, or put a little “you” in it, materials 
are supplied, Bible story background is provided to help you understand more about the story is pro-
vided, and you work with another adult in the class who knows the children and the routines. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board by the church office or contact Ronda if you are able to volunteer for a 
three week unit.  
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Phrases  from Phyl l is  – Phyll is  Scott  

Mission Connect ions  

I'm finishing my third month as interim choir director at NCC. Stepping back into this role has been exciting, re-
warding, and I must admit, frustrating at times. But all in all, working with this small “band of singers”, whose loyal-
ty and love for choral singing is unquestioned, is delightful.  

Thank you all for your patience, friendship and smiles!          ~May God Bless, Phyllis 

Your Mission Board is starting its 2020 review of grant applications for the St Peter Legacy in Mission Fund. If you 
have a favorite charity you think would be a good candidate for a grant, please connect them to any board member 
or the NCC office. If you need funding for your own endeavor that would extend the love of our savior to people 
in need please consider presenting your idea to the board at its next meeting Feb 13th. All 2020 grant requests 
need to be submitted by April 9th. 

Messy Mission Part 2: Making No-Sew Blankets for Project Linus and  
Sewing Inspirational Hearts for NICU Infants 

Sunday, February 16 11:30 a.m. 
Another opportunity for all ages to come together to use hearts and hands to help others. Come to NCC’s fellow-
ship hall and join in the making of fleece no-sew blankets that will provide a sense of security, warmth and comfort 
to children who are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need. No skills necessary. If you can hand stitch, there 
will also be an opportunity to make flannel hearts that moms who have infants in the NICU wear close to them, then 
place with their infant to comfort them with the scent of their mother. 
Come for an hour or two, and spend some time making gifts of love, enjoying time with wonderful people, and be-
ing part of a community of faith sharing God’s love. There will be cartoons and quiet activities for those too young 
to make blankets and hearts. Lunch will be provided. 

RIP medical Debt 
The recipient of our 2019 Christmas Offering is an organization called “RIP Medical Debt”. Many churches and 
denominations around the U.S. are joining with this organization to help eliminate the crushing medical debt that 
overwhelms low income Americans when catastrophic health events strike. RIP pinpoints debt portfolios com-
prised of debtors at or near the poverty level, purchases the debt, and then forgives it. They also help recipients re-
establish their credit so they can rebuild and recover.  On average, $1 is leveraged to abolish $100 in debt. Our 
offerings totaled $3,407. Thank you to all who donated! 

Save the Date! 

March 1st at NCC 

We’re on a Mission from God. 

Volunteers for serving a meal at A Just Harvest are needed.  NCC's day to volunteer is the 
first Friday of the month. The next opportunity is March 6th. Volunteers stop by the church 
to pick up supplies, then stop by Hofherr's in Northfield to pickup meatloaf before heading 
to A Just Harvest to serve the evening meal. It is a wonderful experience to visit the “Cafe” 
and to see what goes into serving over a hundred guests. We encourage everyone to give it a 
try. Please contact the office if you are interested in volunteering.  Thanks ! 



Volunteer needed!  When the donor of the altar flowers does not wish to take them home, a volunteer delivers 
the arrangement to Journey Care, a hospice care center in Glenview. Deliveries can be made on Sunday afternoon 
or on Monday. If you would like to help please contact the office.  
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We Extend our Sympathy  
To the family of Jean Connor  who passed away unexpectedly on December 21st. Jean's memorial service was on 
December 28th at NCC.  Please hold Rick Connor and his family - Eric, Todd and Megan - in your prayers. 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Pastor Emeritus, Don Minnick, on the death of his wife Sue Minnick who 
passed away on January 2nd.  A service of remembrance will  be held here at NCC at a date still to be determined, 
but very possibly sometime this May. Please hold the Minnick family in your prayers.  To send a sympathy card to 
Rev. Minnick, you may mail it to his home at 623 Indiana Ave, Stevens Point, WI 54481.  

To the family of Larry Townsend who passed away on January 8th. Larry’s memorial service was on January 26th 
at NCC.  Please hold the Townsend family in your prayers.  

What ’s  Happening  

Our prayers are offered for  Viva Black, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Loyal Carlson Jr, Keith Cooper, Jan 

Deetjen, Flory Dy, Cynthia Holmberg, Bill Jesse, Julie Jewell, the Townsend Family, and Stan Xidas; those shut-in 
or staying close to home: Bob Fricke, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in assisted 
living: Mike Black, & Mike Parker.  

Office Notes :  

 Many thanks to everyone who helped to decorate, then de-decorate, the NCC building for the Advent season! 
 Have you visited the book cart recently?  It is located in the northwest corner of the Fellowship Hall.  There is 

a wide selection of reading material available all for just 25¢ each.  Check it out!  
 Dates are available for signup for Altar flowers and for 10:30 Worship Greeters, please see the signup sheets 

outside the office.  
 Dates are available for 9:30 worship service ushers, please contact the office if you’re interested.   
 The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, February 17th.  

Ash Wednesday marks the first day of the season of Lent in the Christian church. Lent is the period of 40 days 
that precedes the celebration of Easter,  it has its origin in the early days of the Church. Lent is a time to 
acknowledge that we are mortal and limited, so that we might be transformed and become the new life God calls 
us to be. Everyone is invited to mark the start of Lent on Wednesday, February 26th. We begin with a simple 
meal at 6:30 pm which is followed by worship at 7:30 pm  Imposition of ashes will be available during worship.  

We welcome  
August (Gus) Hernandez who was born on December 29th. His parents are August and Lindsay Hernandez.  

We appreciate all of those who responded to the 2020 Stewardship Campaign. The total for 
Estimate of Giving submissions so far is: $389,238.00. If you would like to submit an estimate of 
giving, please see our website: www.northfielducc.org and click on the Estimate of Giving    
button or drop off a card in the office (extra cards are available in the office).  



 

 

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH          
400 WAGNER ROAD 
NORTHFIELD, IL   60093 

Address Correction Requested 

The Church Staff 

All of the members of NCC Ministers 

Steve Ash Business Manager 

Eileen Baumgarten Interim Organist 

Ronda Bower Family & Educational Ministry 

Thom Bower Associate Pastor  

Lea Jones Office Administrator 

Duayne R. Meyer Senior Pastor 

Don Minnick Pastor Emeritus 

Phyllis Scott Interim Choir Director 

Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 

N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

February Special Events 

  2nd 11:45 am Potluck & Study 

  4th 11:45 am Book Club 

  6th   4:00 pm A Just Harvest  

  9th   4:30 pm Messy Church  

11th   7:00 pm Board of Christian Ed 

13th   7:00 pm Mission Board    

16th   4:30 am Messy Mission 

18th   7:00 pm Board of Trustees 

20th 10:00 am Partners in Christ 

26th   6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Meal 
   7:30 pm Ash Wednesday Worship 

29th 10:00 am Women’s Tea 



Northfield Community Church February 2020 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 

8:00 AM Relevant Bible 

Study  

2 
  9:15 AM Choir Practice  

  9:15 AM Sunday Seminar  

  9:30 AM Worship and Praise  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

11:45 AM Potluck and Study  

   

3 4 
10:00 AM Women's Bible 

Study  

11:45 AM Book Club  

5 
 

6 
 

7 
4:00 PM A Just Harvest  

8 
8:00 AM Relevant Bible 

Study  

9 
  9:15 AM Choir Practice  

  9:15 AM Sunday Seminar  

  9:30 AM Worship and Praise  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

  4:30 PM Messy Church  

10 11 
10:00 AM Women's Bible 

Study  

7:00 PM Board of Christian 

Ed 

12 
 

13 
7:00 PM Mission 

Board  

14 15 
8:00 AM Relevant Bible 

Study  

16 
  9:00 AM Choir Practice  

  9:15 AM Sunday Seminar  

  9:30 AM Worship and Praise  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

11:30 AM Messy Mission  

17 18 
10:00 AM Women's Bible 

Study  

7:00 PM Board of Trustees 

19 
6:30 PM Sanctuary Choir 

Practice  

20 
10:00 AM Partners 

In Christ  

 

21 22 
8:00 AM Relevant Bible 

Study  

23 
  9:00 AM Choir Practice  

  9:15 AM Sunday Seminar  

  9:30 AM Worship and Praise  

10:30 AM Traditional Worship  

  6:00 PM Confirmation  

24 
7:00 PM Church 

Council  

25 
10:00 AM Women's Bible 

Study  

26 

5:30 PM Sanctuary Choir 

Practice  

Ash Wednesday Events 

  6:30 PM Meal 

  7:30 PM Worship 

27 
 

28 29 
8:00 AM Relevant Bible 

Study  

3:00 PM Women's Tea 

  

 



                  

 
 

 

 POTLUCK & STUDY: 

Sunday, February 2 – 11:45 a.m. 
“Illinois – 47th in the Country?” presented by NCC’s Suzanne Aaron 

Where does Illinois stand nationally in regard to funding for services for people 

with intellectual and developmental disabilities? What’s behind that ranking? The 

Chicago Tribune recently published a series of articles and editorials on this 

subject. Come to learn about the state of our state and hear how Suzanne and Rob 

Aaron – and families like them – are navigating this current landscape. 

Bring a dish to share for lunch. Child care provided. 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 BOOK CLUB    

Tuesday, February 4 11:45 a.m. 
Bring your lunch and join in the discussion of “A Woman of No Importance” 

by Sonia Prunell. All are welcome. 
(March’s book is “Leadership” by Doris Kearns) 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 MESSY CHURCH 

 “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors” 

Sunday, February 9 4:30 p.m. 
A time to explore loving others with forgiveness with making a sparkle heart dish, 

bird feeder hearts, crayon melt hearts, pretzel dipping, musical hearts, shooting 

cupids arrows, candy bottle drop, Pom-Pom Flowers for NCC’s homebound and 

more; a delicious dinner, and an active celebration worship! 

People of all ages are welcome! Invite a family to come with you! 
 (Children must be accompanied by an adult.) 

 

 

 

February Activities at NCC 
 

Over  



 

 

 
 

 Messy Mission Part 2: Making No-Sew Blankets for Project Linus and 

Sewing Inspirational Hearts for NICU Infants 

Sunday, February 16 11:30 a.m. 

Another opportunity for all ages to come together to use hearts and hands to help 

others. Come to NCC’s fellowship hall and join in the making of fleece no-sew 

blankets that will provide a sense of security, warmth and comfort to children who 

are seriously ill, traumatized, or otherwise in need. No skills necessary. If you can 

hand stitch, there will also be an opportunity to make flannel hearts that moms 

who have infants in the NICU wear close to them, then place with their infant to 

comfort them with the scent of their mother. 

Come for an hour or two, and spend some time making gifts of love, enjoying time 

with wonderful people, and being part of a community of faith sharing God’s love. 

There will be cartoons and quiet activities for those too young to make blankets 

and hearts. Lunch will be provided. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 Ash Wednesday Dinner and Worship  

Wednesday, February 26 

Dinner 6:30 p.m., Worship 7:30 p.m. in Chapel 
Start your Lenten journey with a delicious soup and salad meal with church family 

and friends, then move into a meaningful worship of scripture, music, & prayer. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 WOMEN’S TEA-“Leap of Faith” 

On Leap Day, Saturday, February 29 3:00-5:00 p.m. 
For women and girls of all ages 

Help solve the mystery of what happened to Theodore the stuffed frog, eat some 

delicious food, learn to fold some origami frogs or do some flower arranging with a 

mason jar frog lid, learn some Leap Year trivia, and have some great time sharing 

with friends. LEAP into a few hours of fun! 

Bring some friends – maybe even a frog or two.  

More February Activities at NCC 
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