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 This year’s theme at NCC has set me to think-
ing about that well known line we have borrowed 
from the Blues Brothers, “We’re on a mission 
from God!”  Unlike the Blues Brothers and their 
singular purpose of saving an orphanage from clos-
ing, NCC’s mission is broad and far reaching.  

On the one hand NCC has the clearly articulated 
mission of providing help and hope to our sisters 
and brothers in need.  Not unlike the Blues Broth-
ers NCC supports shelters for children; not one, 
but several right here in Chicago.  But there’s 
more: NCC also opens up it’s building as a shelter 
for families who have come upon hard times, who 
need a place to sleep and help getting on their 
feet.  Besides the various hands-on ways NCC is 
“on a mission from God” helping our neighbors, 
NCC also provides nearly $150,000 a year in fi-
nancial support to mission partners and organiza-
tions doing good work – doing Christ’s work - in 
our city and beyond.   

As I said, our mission is even more broad than our 
efforts at doing good for our neighbors.  Here at 
NCC there is an active ministry with children and 
youth through the Sunday School and through 
Messy Church.  Ronda’s efforts, along with faith-
ful volunteers, are tireless. As a result, our chil-
dren hear a narrative that differs from much of the 
world around us: the story of God’s great grace 
and love for all people.  We are on a mission from 
God with the children and youth of NCC. 

And then there are the efforts of our Deacons and 
Partners in Christ. With Warren Wiggins’ help, 
NCC expresses the love, presence and prayers of 
the congregation to those who are sick, shut-in or 
grieving. Having been a recent recipient of this 

congregational care, I can tell you first hand that 
this “mission from God” is healing and life-
giving.  

Of course, it’s hard to talk about being on a mis-
sion without acknowledging that our mission has a 
home. This isn’t a mission in our minds, it’s a 
mission in place. That place is 400 Wagner Road. 
This little corner of Northfield is a mission out-
post.  So the Trustees do their best to make sure 
the building is safe and warm, that things are in 
good working order from top to bottom.  As any-
one who has been to NCC can attest, this place is 
not ornate, not palatial, but it does the trick and 
one can tell that the Trustees and leaders care 
about those who come here, about how we wor-
ship, witness, serve and grow in faith.  So it isn’t 
only that we are on a mission from God, we ARE 
a mission from God! 

There are so many expressions of mission in and 
through NCC it’s impossible to include them all 
here.  Surely, the wonderful choirs and band are 
our “missionaries in music,” elevating our worship 
to a festival, inspiring us to live and serve in the 
world as God’s people.  Our Church Council, the 
staff, and a host of mostly-unsung volunteers all 
combine in the making of our “mission for God.”  

We have something in common with Jake and 
Elwood of Blues Brothers fame.  Like them, we 
are “on a mission from God.”  And yet, our mis-
sion is far-reaching and the call of God isn’t a one-
time thing, but rather it began with our baptism 
and continues throughout our lives.  I think this 
longitudinal approach to mission is what led St. 
Paul to offer his words of encouragement to the 
church in Galatia, “let us not grow weary of doing 
good…for in due time there will come a harvest 
as long as we don’t give up.”     

By the grace of God, with the encouragement of 
our fellow missionaries and by the catalytic power 
of the Holy Spirit, let’s not give up; let’s keep at 
it.  After all “We’re on a mission from God!”   
   -Duayne 
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MESSY CHURCH BEGINS ITS 4TH YEAR AT NCC!  
 The sound of laughter, happy voices, and hammering filled NCC late afternoon on Sunday, Sept. 8, as 
Northfield Community Church’s 4th year of Messy Church kicked off. Sixty-seven people of all ages enjoyed 
Messy Church which began with big bubble prayers in the colonnades; moved into the fun of things like mak-
ing rain sticks, painting a bedtime prayer pillowcase, and pushing yourself around on a cart with plungers in 
the fellowship hall, narthex, and hallways; wrapped up the exploration of prayer with a celebration worship in 
the chapel with a button prayer and learning the hand motions to The Lord’s prayer; and ending with a deli-
cious sub sandwich dinner back in the fellowship hall.  
 Messy Church’s tag line is “Church, but not as you know it!” It’s a great description. If you haven’t been to 
Messy Church at Northfield Community Church, you should stop by and see what it is all about. Messy 
Church is the second Sunday of each month at 4:30 pm. Adults and teens in 7th grade are invited to sign up to 
volunteer to explore and play with families at the activity time or help in the kitchen to prepare dinner. Octo-
ber’s Messy Church is a little different with lots of volunteers needed because it’s also Trunk or Treat. (See 
below to see how you can help.) 
 I invite everyone to come and enjoy the wonderful fun and friendship of Messy Church, volunteer if you are 
able, invite friends and neighbors, and keep Messy Church as it shares God’s love to people of all ages in your 
prayers.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL – The new Sunday School year with the theme “Great Stories of Faith” begins on Sun-
day, Sept. 22, 10:30-11:30 a.m. (beginning in worship), exploring stories of faith in the Bible through science, 
art, drama, music, games, and video. Children 3 years old through 8th grade are welcome to join the fun. 
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“So let us not grow weary in doing what is 
right, for we will reap at harvest time if we  
do not give up.” - Galatians 6:9  

THANK YOUS: 
-Thank you to Jen Andrew, Trish Andrew, Donna Cox, Megan Gemp, Janet Jesse, Bonnie Malling, Su-
zanne Schneiter, Shalu Thakral, Gordon Smith, Rose Vakili, Carolyn Wiggins, and Steffani Woll for help-
ing to make Summer Sunday School “Seussish Summer Sunday School” a wonderful program. 
- Thank you for all who volunteered at September’s Messy Church and those who participated. What a 
wonderful day with 67 attending! Hope to see you all on October 13th at the next Messy Church! 
- Thank you to Church Council, Board of Christian Education, Sunday School Shepherds, and all who 
helped at the Fall Fest breakfast, worship, Sunday school kick-off, and ice cream sundae party on Sept. 
15th. It was a sensational beginning to NCC’s new program year. 
- Thank you to Bill McKinley and Benchmark Imaging for the wonderful Fall Fest banners.  

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDCUATION OPPORTUNITIES IN OCTOBER  

Women’s Bible Study – Tuesday mornings 10:00-11:30 in the parlor. Now studying “The Call: the Life 
and Message of the Apostle Paul. 

Relevant Bible Study – Saturday mornings 8:00-9:00 in the library. Now studying the book of Acts using a 
variety of Biblical translations, so bring your favorite Bible.  

Sunday Seminar – Sunday mornings 9:15-10:15 in the library, are be exploring a DVD series by eco-
theologian Rev. Michael Dowd called ProFuture Faith. 

 A Bible Study on James – Tuesday afternoons, 1:15-2:15 in the library.  

Blessing of the Pets Oct. 5th The traditional Blessing of St. Francis and treats for pets and their owners. 
The blessing ceremony and reception will be held in the narthex and colonnades, so don’t worry about wheth-
er or not to bring your pet inside. If you are bringing your pet fish you may want to bring it in a bowl or dish! 
For those with dogs or cats, brings a leash along in case you want or need to keep your pet close by. 
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Ronda’s Remarks  (continued) 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN – TRUNK OR TREAT! 
October 13th’s Messy Church will join with Trunk or Treat again this year 
and you can be part of the fun. 
– FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN come participate in Messy Church at 4:30. 
Children and parents can wear costumes (nothing too scary please.)  
 – EVERYONE ELSE bring your car and park where directed around the out-
side of the parking lot between 4:00 -4:15. Open your trunk and decorate your trunk 
in some fun way. You can even spill out decorations into the parking lot. (I will have 
some decorations available at church. You can also Google Trunk or Treat for some 
ideas.) You can dress in some crazy clothes or costume if you wish, and hand out can-
dy that NCC will provide, as the children Trunk or Treat around the parking lot. It’s 
a very fun time for all! We need lots of cars, so please sign up to help. If you are 
planning on being at Trunk or Treat, please sign up on sign-up sheets at 
church or email me at rbower@northfielducc.org so I know how many 
cars trunks we have. 

A very special thanks to all who turned out to help at the Fall Work day on September 22nd.  Many hands 
made for light work and a great deal was done, inside and out!  Thanks to Mike and Wendy Chance for organiz-
ing the day and providing refreshments.  There are always plenty of things to do this time of year, so if you 
missed the work day but would like to help feel free to be in touch with the church office or with Mike Chance  
 

Alex Andrew 
Tricia and Jennifer Andrew  
Aiden, Amelia, Claudia and 
Ruthann Andrew 
Carol Angell 
Josh and Tracey Buchman 

Mike and Wendy Chance 
Tigger Dunbar 
Ken Gardner 
Lea Jones 
Jeff and Jenny Jordan 
 

Jim and Helen Hutten 
Bill McKinley 
Deb and Jim Ring 
Phil Reinemann 
Kevin and Joanne Trimpe 

What ’s  Happening  

Office Notes :  
The new Sanctuary Altar Flower chart is up. You are welcome to take the flowers home after the 
worship service or we will see that they are given to a local hospice/hospital. Please do indicate your 
preference on the sign-up sheet.  

The office will be closed on October 17th,18th and 21st.  

The deadline for the next NCC Window is Monday, October 21st.  

Our prayers are offered for   Tom Behrens, Kristie Bobart (sister of Glen), Tim Byers, Chase Curtis,  

Flory Dy, Bruce Johnston, Duayne Meyer; Jean Miller, Judy Oswald, Sung Park; Barbara Peterson, & Pegeen 
Soare; those shut-in or staying close to home: Bob Fricke, Julie Jewell, Lois Katarski, Judi & Ray Kennedy, 
Sue Minnick, Carolyn Stockwell; and those in assisted living: Mike Black, & Mike Parker.  

Thanks to Tracey Buchman for the beautiful flower pots which adorn our entry ways and the memorial garden.  

mailto:rbower@northfielducc.org
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To volunteer to be a Helper or to host the event please contact Christy Bobart: cvqbob@yahoo.com 
For questions about being a Walker or Donor please contact Christy (above) or contact jimhut-
ten@mac.com Thank you Team NCC, for once again helping our local and global neighbors in need.  

  

 Volunteers for serving a meal at A Just Harvest  are needed. NCC continues 
to have a special bond with A Just Harvest. We are committed to helping our 
friends and neighbors in Rogers Park to support the needs of those who are 
food insecure. AJH serves approximately 55,000 meals a year. The door is 
open 365 days without fail.  

 Thanks to all who have signed up to help out! There are still some open 
dates. NCC's day to volunteer is the first Friday of the month. The next opportunity is November 1st. 
Volunteers stop by the church to pick up supplies, then stop by Hofherr's in Northfield to pickup 
meatloaf before heading to A Just Harvest to serve the evening meal. It is a wonderful experience to visit 
the “Cafe” and to see what goes into serving over a hundred guests. We encourage everyone to give it a 
try. Please see the sign-up sheet outside the office or contact the office if you are interested in 
volunteering.  Thanks! 

Mission Connect ions  

Our CROP Hunger Walk Could Provide a Way for NCC  
to Rush Aid to Hurricane Dorian Survivors 

If you can join as a Walker or Donor, please use this website link:  www.crophungerwalk.org/Glenbrook/
teamncc 
Walkers should scroll down past the Walker name list and select the orange banner:  “Join Our Team”. 
Donors should donate online by selecting your Walker from the list, and the process will begin. 
Offline donations can be given to any Walker. Make check payable to CWS/CROP.  (Please do it soon.) 

By the time you read this our CROP Hunger Walk campaign will be well underway. Please read and get in-
volved!  Only 3 weeks to go! 

The Details.  Glenbrook CROP Hunger Walk.  Sunday, October 20, 2019.   Host:  NCC. 
12 Noon: Registration and Light Lunch      1:00 PM: Start of Walk:  (5K/3.1 mi) & (1K/0.62 mi) 

The Background. 
Just recently Church World Service (CWS), the parent organization of CROP Hunger Walks, issued an urgent 
appeal to the many CROP Hunger Walks across the country. After the devastating Hurricane Dorian impacted 
the Bahamas and the U.S. Eastern Seaboard, CWS efforts to help survivors drew down emergency response 
funds, a matter of cash flow.  So CWS urged the Walks to speed up collections to replenish funds as quickly as 
possible. 

The Action Plan. 
Our Walkers, Helpers and Donors (Team NCC) can accelerate our response.  We’ll follow regular proce-
dures but send in Walk proceeds more often and sooner.  Ordinarily we do not send in all funds until mid-
October or later. BTW.  Our focus on this Dorian relief effort will not diminish our donations going to 
our local Hunger Agencies. Our Team NCC is responding with Walkers registering online right away.  
Also, if Donors find their selected Walkers are not registered, we ask the Donors to contact those Walkers and 
encourage them to get registered. 

mailto:cvqbob@yahoo.com
mailto:jimhutten@mac.com
mailto:jimhutten@mac.com
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/Glenbrook/teamncc
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/Glenbrook/teamncc
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Tr ustees  

We’re on a Mission from God. 

 At their meeting last Monday evening, the 
Church Council received the Trustees proposal 
for the 2020 budget. In short, the Council has 
joined the Trustees in asking members of the 
church to help meet a total pledge amount of 
$400,000 for 2020. This represents a $10,000 
increase over the budgeted pledge amount for 
2019. 
 NCC’s leaders recognize this is a modest re-
quest. Still, they believe this is a faithful budget 
that reflects the values and vision of NCC, “to 
make God’s Kingdom known: here, there and 
everywhere.” Funds are directed to those areas of 
ministry and program where the church has been 
effective and where there are needs and opportu-
nities. The proposed 2020 budget reflects NCC’s 
strong commitment to outreach and mission. 
 Funds are also budgeted for the normal 
maintenance and upkeep of the property and 
grounds as well as staffing, music, and education-
al ministries. Please direct questions you may 
have to Business Manager, Steve Ash, or a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees.   

Proposed

Projected Budget Budget

2019 2019 2020

INCOME

Pledges-current $377,187 $390,000 $400,000

Pledges-prior $5,490 $2,000 $5,500

Loose offerings $67,817 $55,000 $66,500

Interest-Operating Fund $9,266 $6,000 $9,000

Endowment Contribution $70,500 $70,500 $70,500

Rent $59,721 $59,447 $60,230

Other Contributed Income $10,047 $16,000 $16,000

TOTAL INCOME $600,028 $598,947 $627,730

EXPENSES

Ministry $199,919 $201,221 $204,698

Christian Education 8,586 9,080 11,080

Adult & Family Activities 4,300 4,400 4,350

Music Program 79,693 80,237 79,718

Administration 126,942 121,835 132,744

Church Property 139,178 134,517 138,767

Benevolences 44,700 44,700 47,200

Reserve Fund 2,913 2,500 9,000

TOTAL EXPENSES $606,230 $598,490 $627,557

INCOME minus EXPENSES -$6,202 $457 $173

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH 2020 PROPOSED BUDGET

“Let us not grow weary of doing good”  
Budgeting for 2020 

Fall Fest 2019 



 

 

NORTHFIELD COMMUNITY CHURCH          
400 WAGNER ROAD 
NORTHFIELD, IL   60093 

Address Correction Requested 

The Church Staff 

All of the members of NCC Ministers 

Steve Ash Business Manager 

Ronda Bower Family & Educational Ministry 

Thom Bower Associate Pastor  

Lea Jones Office Administrator 

Duayne R. Meyer Senior Pastor 

Don Minnick Pastor Emeritus 

James Brian Smith Director of Music 

Warren Wiggins Minister of Visitation 

N O R T H F I E L D  C O M M U N I T Y  C H U R C H  

September Special Events 

   1st  11:45 a.m. Book Club 

  2nd   7:30 a.m. Prayer Breakfast 

  4th   4:00 p.m. A Just Harvest 

  5th  10:00 a.m. Blessing of the Pets 

13th   4:30 p.m. Messy Church 

16th   6:00 p.m. A Just Harvest Annual 
         Awards Banquet 

20th     Noon   CROP Hunger Walk 

25th-26th Dental Access Days in Niles 


